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PREFACE. 



Passion Week is that season of the ecclesias- 
tical year, which, from the earliest days of the 
Christian church, has been set apart for the 
special and religious commemoration of the last 
sufferings of the Redeemer, and of the benefits 
of redemption, which he obtained for us. 

The practice of setting apart particular days 
for " the remembrance of some special acts and 
passages of our Lord in the redemption of man- 
kind ; such as his incarnation and nativity, cir- 
cumcision, manifestation to the Gentiles, pre- 
sentation in the temple ; his fasting, passion, 
resurrection, and ascension ; the sending of the 
Holy Ghost, and the manifestation of the sacred 
Trinity;" can be traced to the early and purest 
days of Christianity. This pious and reasonable 
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custom, as Wheatly remarks, ^* so soon pre- 
vailed over the universal church, that in less 
than four hundred years after our Saviour, we 
meet with these days^ distinguished by the 
same names we now call them by ; such as 
Epiphany, Ascension-day, Whitsunday, &c., 
and appointed to be observed on those days the 
Church of England now observes them on.*" 
This fact is important, as it proves that the ob- 
jection which some urge against the fasts and 
festivals of the Church of England, as of Popish 
origin^ is wholly without foundation. If the 
same fasts and festivals are observed in the 
Romish church, she derived them from the 
same pure source as the Church of England. 
In course of time, when men departed from 
" the faith once delivered to the saints,'' and 
the Church of Rome defaced the simplicity of 
Christianity by unscriptural errors and corrup- 
tions, the number of such holy days was in- 
creased. Days were set apart in honour of the 
martyrs and other holy men : " insomuch that 
at last the observation of holy days became 
both superstitious and troublesome: a set of 
dead saints, not over eminent in their lives 
either for sense or morals, crowding the calen- 
dar, and jostling out the festivals of the first 



saiots and martyrs. But at the Reforniatiun 
of the Church, all these modern martyrs v 
thrown aside, and no ffstivals retained in the 1 
calendar, as tlays of obligation, but such as j 
were dedicated to the honour of Christ, &c. 
to the memory of those that were famous in the J 
gospels." * 

That there is nothing unscriptiiral or super- 
stitious in such a practice, as some assert, will j 
appear from the fact of a similar practice in 
Jewish church. The Jews observed the feasts | 
of the Passover, of Weeks, and of Tabemaclea ; 
these were festivals appointed by God. To I 
these festivals of divine appointment, they I 
added others ordained by themselves; as, 
the feast of Purim,-\ and of the dedication of 
the Temple.^ The fact of our Lord's honour- 
ing the last of these feasts, confessedly of man's 
institution, refutes and condemns the prejudice- j 
of those, who brand with the epithets of " aw-" I 
perstition" and " will-worship" the observa- 
tion of days and seasons for religious purposes 
for which a divine origin cannot be alleged. 

The passage usually urged against the prac- 
tice of the Church of England, correctly under- 
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stood, will but little serve the purpose of her 
opponents. " Ye observe," says the apostle, 
addressing the members of the Christian church 
in Galatia, " je observe days, and months, and 
times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest I 
have bestowed upon you labour in vain."* 
The apostle had reference to those days and 
seasons which had been observed under the 
Jewish dispensation, and which had been abro- 
gated by the death of Christ, Certain Judaizing 
teachers had crept in among the Galatians, who 
taught them to blend the abrogated rites of 
Judaism with those of Christianity: they taught 
that the observance of these rites, and among 
them, of the " days, and months, and times,'* 
which had been so long held in veneration, was 
essential to salvation ; and thus they laboured 
to bring them " into bondage," and to divert 
them from a firm trust in Christ alone for sal- 
vation. Distorted and blinded indeed by pre- 
judice, must that mind be, which is able to dis- 
cover in such a passage any thing which mili- 
tates against the practice of the Church of 
England, in the matter to which we now refer. 
To such we say, in the words of the same apos- 
I tie in another place, " Who art thou that 



judgest another man's servant? — to his owiJ. 
master he standeth orfalleth. Yea, he shall be' 
holden up : for tiod is able to make him stand. 
One man esteemeth one day above another : an- 
other esteemeth every day alike. Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He 
that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the 
Lord, and he that regardeth not the day, t» 
the Lord he doth not regard it."* 

It is equally the dictate of pure religion and 
of sound reason, that special seasons should be 
appropriated to meditation on those great 
events which so intimately connect with the 
mysteries of our redemption. Such seasons 
devoutly observed iti acts of private and public 
devotion, would, under the divine blessing, 
largely contribute to extend the growth and 
influence of " pure and undefiled religion" 
among us. If these remarks will apply to the' 
fasts and festivals of the Church of England* 
generally, they will in an especial manner apply 
to that particular season, to aid in the devo- 
tions of which is the design of the following 
pages. 

" The following week," observes Wheatly, 
s by some looked upon as a distinct time of 
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fasting from the foregoing Lent, and as insti- 
tuted upon different accounts: that being ob- 
served in imitation of our Saviour's fasting ; — 
this in commemoration of his sufferings and 
passion, which he then completed. But by 
others, it was only accounted a continuation of 
the same fast, in a stricter degree ; it being ge- 
nerally called the Great Week, not because it 
had more hours or days in it than any other week, 
but because in this week was transacted an affair 
of the greatest importance to the happiness of 
man, and actions truly great were performed to 
secure his salvation : death was conquered, the 
devil's tyranny was abolished, thepartitioo wall 
betwixt Jew and Gentile was broken down, and 
God and man were reconciled- It was also 
called the Holy Week, from those devout ex- 
ercises which Christiana employed themselves 
in upon this occasion. They apphed them- 
selves to prayer both in public and private, to 
hearing and reading God's holy word, and ex- 
ercising a most solemn repentance for those sins 
which crucified the Lord of life." 

" The Church of England uses all the means 
she can to retain this decent and pious custom, 
and hath made sufficient provision for the exer- 
cise of the devotion of her members in public, 
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calling us every day this week to meditate iipc 
our Lord's sufferings, and collecting in the 
leESons, epistles, and gospels, most of those por- 
tions of Scripture whicli relate to this tragical 
subject, to increase our humiliation by the con- 
sideration of the Savionr''s; to the end that 
with penitent hearts, and firm resolution of 
dying likewise to sin, we may attend 
Saviour through the several stages of this bitter 1 



" Our Reformers did not much confine 
themselves to the gospels appointed for this 
week by the ancient offices; but thought, 
there was time enough to admit of it, it would 
be most regular and useful to read all the 
four evangelists' accounts of our Saviour's 
passion, as they stand in order. To this end 
they have ordered St, Matthew's account on 
the Sunday, appointing the twenty-sixth chap- 
ter for the second lesson, and the twenty-seventh, 
as far as relates to his crucifixion, for the gospel. 
On Monday and Tuesday is reatl the story, as 
by St. Mark ; on Wednesday and Thursday, 
that by St. Luke ; and on Good Friday the 
eighteenth of St. John is appointed for the 
second lesson, and the nineteenth for the gospel. 
The epistles also that arc now appointed. 
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more suitable to the season Ihaii those that were 
found in older offices. As for the collect, the 
same that is used on the Sunday before is ap- 
pointed (as indeed a very proper one) to be 
used on the four days following till Good 
Friday : on which day it is also appointed in 
the Liturgy of St. Ambrose, though in other 
offices it is found, as with us, upon the Sunday 
before." 

The work now presented to the public, 
though complete in itself, is to be considered 
as part of a larger work, a practical and deco- 
iional exposition of the whole of the appointed 
Epistles and Gospels, as read in the Church 
of England. The author has already made 
considerable progress in this work, and trusts, 
if health and strength sufficient be restored to 
him, to resume and pursue to their conclu- 
sion, labours in which he realizes the purest 
pleasures, and by which he hopes, in some 
humble degree, to minister to the spiritual 
edification of others. He has been led to the 
arduous undertaking he has announced, by the 
strongest conviction, that the best and surest 
means of securing the attachment of her mem- 
bers to the Church of England, is to identify 
the provision which she makes for their scrip- 
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tural instruction, with the devotions of the 
closet and the family. To insure this desirable 
end, he ventures to suggest, that on each day 
the exposition of the epistle be read in the 
morning, and that of the gospel in. the evening, 
in private, and in the family ; and also that 
the collect be added to the accustomed prayers. 
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SUNDAY BEFORE EASTER. 



The Collect. 



« 



Almighty and everlasting God, who of thy tender 
love towards mankind^ hast sent thy Son^ our Saviour 
Jesus Christy to take upon him our fleshy and to 
suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should 
follow the example of his great humility ; mercifully 
grant, that we may both follow the example of his pa- 
tience, and also be made partakers of his resurrection, 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.** 



The Epistle. 

Phil. ii. 5 — 11. "Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus : who, being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God : 

B 
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but made himself of no reputation^ and took upon 
him the form of a servant^ and was made in the like- 
ness of men : and being found in fashion as a man^ 
he humbled himself^ and became obedient unto deaths 
even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name : that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father." 

We are now entering on that portion of time 
which the church specially devotes to the pious 
consideration of the closing scenes and suffer- 
ings of the Redeemer's life on earth. How 
proper that we should thus devote a few days 
to the more particular contemplation of those 
mysterious agonies by which the Son of God 
accomplished the great work of our redemption, 
and which will be the unceasing subjects of our 
meditation and praise through eternity ! 

The apostle here fixes our attention on the 
astonishing condescension and humiliation of 
the Son of God, and on his glorious exaltation 
in heaven, as the consequence and recompence 
of his obedience and death. 

The facts which the apostle states in this 
passage, that Christ was " in the form of God, 
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and thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God ;" and the object he had in view in making 
these statements, supply a direct testimony to 
the essential deity of the Saviour. How ab- 
surd would it be to speak of the humility of 
Christ in not pretending equality with God, if 
he had not in reality been God ! In that case, 
had Christ been, as some say, only a mere crea- 
ture, his assumption of divine honours would 
have been the highest pride and blasphemy. 
Let us rejoice that " our Redeemer is mighty, 
the Lord of hosts is his name," We may from 
this infer the greatness of his condescension for 
our salvation. He, though " in the form of 
God," and "equal with God," as to his divine 
nature, *' made himself of no reputation;" he 
veiled the glories of his divinity, " took upon 
him" the humbled "form of a. servant, and 
was made in the bkeness of men ; and being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross." From what heights of glory, to 
what depths of debasement and suffering, did he 
voluntarily and cheerfully descend, to save us ! 
He quits the throne of glory,for the cross of igno- 
miny, to raise us from the depths of guilt, and 
secure our eternal blessedness. Could the apostle 
B 2 
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adduce any argumeot more powerful than this 
to enforce christian humiUty and benevolence ? 
Let those who refuse to condescend, or to make 
sacrifices for the benefit of others, look to the 
example of Christ, and take shame to them- 
selves. Let them remember that they are only 
so far Christians indeed, as tliey exhibit con- 
formity to Christ. Ldt them pray that "the 
same mind may be in them, which was also in 
Christ Jesus." 

How delightful is it to the Christian to turn 
his attention from the ignominy of the cross, 
and contemplate the glory of his Redeemer in 
his present exalted state. If it be pleasant to 
contemplate the elevation and happiness of a 
man of true excellence who has long struggled 
with poverty and scorn ; much more must it be 
so, to contemplate the exaltation of the Re- 
deemer, That exaltation we are here led to 
consider as the divine reward of his previous 
humiliation: " WAere/bre God also hath highly 
exalted him." The glorious felicity to which 
the redeemed are admitted in the heavenly 
world, is in no instance the reward of their own 
personal merit, but bestowed upon them '* by 
grace,"" as the reward of the merits of Christ. 
The only throne filled by merit in the heavenly 
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world, is the throne of the Lamb. The only 
crown worn in heaven as the reward of merit, 
is the mediatorial crown of the Redeemer. 
The only one whose merits are sung by angels 
and the glorified spirits of the just, is the Sa- 
viour. 

How high, how glorious is the exaltation of 
the once abased and suffering Saviour .' Now, 
he is " glorified with the Father, with the glory 
which he had with hioi, before the world was,"* 
Now, he hath a name, the honour and renown 
of wliich are superior to every title of great- 
ness known, either in this world or in that 
which is to come ; for what Christian is there 
who does not feel, and is not prepared delight- 
fully to acknowledge, that there is a glory and 
a savour in the name Jesus, which is above 
every name ? Now, at the name of Jesus 
every knee bows in the heavenly world, and 
every tongue there confesses that " He is the 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father." How 
animating is the confirmation we have of this 
in that sublime vision which St. John had of 
the worship of the inhabitants of heaven : " I 
beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels 
round about the throne; and the number of 
• John ivii. 5. 
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them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands; saying with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
Strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 
And every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and such as are 
in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. And 
the four beasts said, Amen, And the four and 
twenty elders fell down, and worshipped him 
that liveth for ever and ever."* How earnestly 
should all who love the Saviour desire and 
pray that he may be as universally honoured 
and (jlorified on earth, as he is in heaven. 
What joy to look forward to that day which is 
rapidly approaching, when to our adorable Re- 
deemer "every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue shall confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord 
to the glory of God the Father." 

How necessary and important the inquiry— Is 

that gracious Redeemer, who humbled himself 

to the death of the cross for us, whom God 

bath so highly exalted in heaven, and whom it 

• Rev. V. n— U. 
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is the purpose of God to have universally ho. 
noured on earth, exalted in the affections of our 
hearts? He is worthy to fill the tlirone of 
every heart, It is not enough to bow the knee 
at the mere mention of his name : he claims the 
cordial and entire submission of our souls to his 
authority ; in that submission we shall alone 
find our true peace and happiness. Thus to 
acknowledge and exalt Christ as our Lord on 
earth, is the sure pledge of our being ac- 
knowledged and exalted by him in heaven. 



The Gospel. 

Matt. XKvii. 1 — 54. " When tlie morning was come, ■ 
all the chief priests aiid elders of the people took 
counsel against Jesus, to put him to death. And when 
they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered 
him to Pontius Pilate the gorernor. Then Judas, who 
hadhetrayed him, when hesaw that he was condemned, , 
repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces 
of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, 1 have 
sinned, in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. 
And they said. What is that lo us? See thou to that, i 
And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, j 
and departed, and went and hanged himself. And the 1 
chief priests took the silver pieces, and said. It is not 1 
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it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the pro- 
phet. They parted my garments among thctn, and 
upon my vesture did they cast lots. And sitting down, 
thej watched him there; and setup over his head his 
accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KINGOF 
THE JEWS. Then were there two thieves crucified 
with him; one on the right hand, andanother on the left, 
And they that passed hy reviled him, wagging their 
heads, and saying. Thou that destroyeat the temple, 
and buildest it in three days, aave thyself: if thou be 
the Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise 
also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes 
I and elders, said. He saved others ; himself he cannot 

save. If he be the King of Israel let him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe him. He 
trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will 

ihare him ; for he said, I am the Son of God. The 
thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the 
same in his teeth. Now from the sixth hour there was 
darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried with aloud voice, say- 
ing, Eli, Eli, lama,Habachthani.'' that is to say. My God, 
my God, why hast thou forBaken me? Some of them 

I that stood there, when they heard that, said. This 

man calleth for Elias. And straightway one of them 
ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with rinegar, and 
put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. The test said. 
Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save 
him. Jeaus, when he had cried again with a loud 
L voice, yielded up the ghost. And behold, the veil oC 

^^^■^ the temple was rent in twain from the top 
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tonuj snd the earth did quake, and the rocks rent, ait# J 
the graves were opened, and many bodies of Bainta;J 
which slept arose, and came out of the graves after I 
his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and I 
appeared unto many. Now when the centurion, and | 
they that were with him, watching Jeaus, saw the I 
earthquake, and those things that were done, they I 
feared greatly, saying. Truly this was the Son of 1 
God!" 

Great and awful must be the insensibility of 
that heart which can read or hear this affecting 
narrative of the sufferings endured by the Sa^ 
viour unmoved. Let us now turn aside and 
behold this great sight of Jesus, " wounded for 
our transgressions, and bruised for our ini- 
quities." (The various particulars of his suf- 
ferings will pass under our review in the suc- 
ceeding meditations.) We behold the Saviour 
now in the hands of his enemies, and from them ^^^ 
he experiences no pity. They bind with cords ^^| 
those hands, which had always been stretched ^^| 
out in acts of benevolence and mercy. Those ^^H 
bonds were as unnecessary, as they were cruel. ^^H 
All the cords and chains with which his ene- ^^| 
mies could have bound him, would not have I 

secured Jesus, had not his own love bound him 
to suffering and death for our salvation.* He i 
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who a few hours before by the speaking of a 
word, cast down to the ground those who came 
to apprehend him, could by his divine power 
have snapped asunder these bonds, and de- 
livered himself from the hands of his enemies. 
That he did not so, but submitted himself to 
his enemies, and declined the vindication of 
himself against their false accusations, are 
proofs of his voluntary and cheerful resignation 
to shame and suflPeringfor our redemption. 

Jesus ^' came to be the Lamb without spot, 
who, by sacrifice of himself once made, should 
take away the sins of the world." * What rea- 
son, then, have we to admire the overruling 
providence of God, in constraining even his 
enemies to bear such decisive testimony to the 
innocence of the Redeemer, without which his 
death could have been no atonement for our 
sins. The dream of Pilate's wife;t the de- 
claration of Pilate himself;:}: and, above all, the 
repentance and confession of Judas,§ who had 
betrayed him, supply the strongest testimony of 
the spotless purity of the Son of God. 

One bitter ingredient in the cup of the Sa- 
viour^s sorrows was this : he was betrayed into 

* Art. XV. t Ver. 19. 

J Ver. 24. § Ver. 4, 
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the hands of his enemies by one of his own dis- 
ciples. Judas the traitor was numbered with 
the twelve ; was one of our Lord's intimate as- 
sociates ; and appointed to sustain the dignified 
office of an apostle. Under the cloak of reli- 
gion, he concealed that base principle, the love 
of money, which led him at last to betray his 
Lord. Though it would seem he practised his 
hypocrisy with such art, as to deceive the other 
apostles, he could not deceive that Saviour who 
saw clearly the base principles by which he was 
influenced, and faithfully forewarned him of 
their consequences. He retired from the last 
supper which Christ had celebrated with his 
disciples, and in which he had spoken so clearly 
and tenderly of his approaching death, to enter 
into a compact with his enemies to betray his 
Lord. This he covenanted to do for the tri- 
fling sum of thirty pieces of silver, the price, 
it is supposed, at which a slave was valued, 
To the garden of Gethsemane, whither our 
Lord often retired for the purposes of devotion, 
and whither Judas had often accompanied him, 
he conducted an armed band to appreliend his 
Master. With unexampled perfidy he ap- 
proached his Lord, and saluted him with the 
kiss, which he had prescribed as the signal fur 



PASSION WEEK. 



w 

^^^B^zing his person. Thus was the blessed Re- 
^^^Hdecmer delivered into the hands of wicked men 
^^^■to be crucified and slain. 

^^^H The traitor goes away with " the wages of 
^^* unrighteousness ;" but is he happy ? When 
he saw Jesus condemned to be crucified, — for 
it would appear he did not calculate on sucb 
a consummation of his perfidy, — his conscience 
stung him, and filled him with remorse. " He 
repented ;" he declared his guilt ; he acknow- 
ledged that in betraying the Saviour, he had 
" betrayed innocent blood ;" he sought in vain 
to revoke his infamous bargain ; he cast down 
the price of his perfidy ; he made, too late, a 
feeble effort to save his Lord, and finding his 
efforts fruitless,, and unable to endure the hor- 
rible remorse of his own mind, " he went and 
I hanged himself," and " went to hia own place," 

^^^L to suffer for ever the just, but awful reward of 
^^^H his wickedness. This tragical death of Judas 
^^^^ happened before that of his Master ; so speedily 
did the vengeance of God pursue and visit his 

I aggravated and unexampled crime ! 
" W? see,'" remarks one, " the force of con- 
science, even in the worst of men. Ho that had 
slighted all the warnings that his Master gave 
him, and neither was affected by the remem- 
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braiice of his goodness to bim, nor by the fear 
of his displeasure, while he was set upon accom- 
plishing his covetous design, no sooner comes 
to feel the sting of an awakened conscience, but 
he is filled with horror, and is unable to endure 
the cutting anguish of his own reflections. 
And thus could God, in a moment, drive the 
most hardened sinner into all the agonies of re- 
morse and despair, by letting loose his own 
thoughts upon him, to prey upon his heart like 
su many hungry vultures, and make him a 
terror to others, and an executioner to himself. 
Judas repents; he confesses his crime; he 
throws away the reward of his guilt ; yet was 
there nothing of godly sorrow in all this. De- 
spairing, he becomes his own executioner; and 
flies to death and to hell, as a refuge from the 
rage and fury of an awakened conttcien 
Fatal expedient! thus to seal his own damna- 
tion ! But the righteous judgment of Gud 
created him as a monument of wrath, and veri- 
fied our Saviour's declaration, " It bad been 
good for that man if he had never been born *." 
Tremble, O our souls, at thi« thouf^t ; ttwt 
Judas, even one of the twelve, {JkhiM fall into 
such depths of sin and ndn ! May we each *4 
us be jealous over ountUe* ; and msy wa r*V(t 



16 PASSION WEEK. 

presume to censure whole bodies of men for the 
fault of particular members, when we find there 
was a traitor and reprobate among the holy 
band of the apostles/'* 

Seeing Jesus thus suffered from the perfidy 
of a professed friend, let not his sincere fol- 
lowers think it " a strange thing,'' if they are 
called to suffer in the same way. While the 
treachery of Judas, as well it may, excites 
within us a righteous indignation at such un- 
paralleled hypocrisy and baseness, let us be ad- 
monished by it to guard against all secret hjrpo- 
crisy and covetousness. Those hateful feel- 
ings indulged, we know not to what lengths of 
wickedness they may lead us. What reason, 
then, have we to cry unto God, " Search me, 
O God, and know my heart : try me, and know 
my thoughts : and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting." -f 

• Doddridge. f Ps, cxxxix. 23, 24. 
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MONDAY BEFORE EASTER. 



The Collect. 



" Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender 
love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son, our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to 
suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should 
follow the example of his great humility ; mercifully 
grant, that we may both follow the example of his 
patience, and also be made partakers of his resurrec 
tion, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. ' 

For the Epistle. 

Isaiah Ixiii. 1 — 19. — '* Who is this that cometh from 
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah ? this that is 
glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of 
his strength ? I that speak in righteousness, mighty 
to save. Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and 
thy garments like him that treadeth in the wine-fat ? 
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I have trodden the wine-press alone^ and of the people 
there was none with me ; for I will tread them in mine 
anger^ and trample them in my fury^ and their blood 
shall be sprinkled upon my garments^ and I will stain 
all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in mine 
hearty and the year of my redeemed is come. And 
I looked^ and there was none to help ; and I wondered 
that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own 
arm brought salvation unto me^ and my fury it up- 
held me. And I will tread down the people in mine 
anger^ and make them drunk in my fury^ and I will 
bring down their strength to the earth. I will men- 
tion the lovingkindnesses of the Lord^ and the praises 
of the Lord^ according to all that the Lord hath be- 
stowed on us^ and the great goodness towards the 
house of Israel^ which he hath bestowed on them ac- 
cording to his mercies^ and according to the multitude 
of his lovingkindnesses. For he said^ Surely they are 
my people^ children that will not lie ; so he was their 
Saviour. In all their affliction he was afflicted^ and 
the angel of his presence saved them ; in his love and 
in his. pity he redeemed them^ and he bare them^ and 
carried them all the days of old. But they rebelled, 
and vexed his holy Spirit ; therefore he was turned to 
be their enemy, and he fought against them. Then, 
he remembered the dayis of old, Moses and his people, 
saying. Where is he that brought them up out of the 
sea with the shepherd of his flock? Where is he that 
put his holy Spirit within him ? — that led them by the 
right-hand of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the 
water before them, to make himself an everlasting name ? 
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— that led them through the deep as an horse in the 
wilderness, that they should not Btumble. As a Least 
goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of the Lord 
caused him to rest : so didst thou lead thy people, to 
make thyself a glorious name. Look down from 
heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holinesB, 
and of thy glory : where is thy zeal, and thy strength, 
the sounding of thy bowels, and of thy mercies to- 
wards me? Are they restrained? Doubtless thou 
art our Father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, 
and Israel acknowledg-e us not: thou, O Lord, art our 
Father, our Redeemer; thy name is from everlasting. 
O Lord, why hast thou made us to err from thy ways, 
and hardened our heart from thy fear ? Return, for 
thy servants' sake, the tribes of thine inheritance. 
The people of thy holiness have possessed it but a, 
little while ; our adversaries have trodden down thy 
sanctuary. We are thine ; thou never barest rule 
over them ; they were not called by thy name." 



The inspired prophet in this lesson of holy 
Scripture directs our attention to a glorious 
conqueror, arrayed in garments stained with 
blood, returning from the scene of his triumphs, 
having vanquislied all his enemies, and crushed 
them as grapes are trodden in the wine-press. 
Commentators generally consider this sublime 
description as pointing to the yet future de- 
struction, by Christ, of anti-christ and all his 
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followers;* of which the destruction of Baby- 
lon, and Edom, or Bozrah, mentioned in this 
chapter, was an emblem. The wliole repre- 
sentation conveys a most sublime and terrible 
idea of the wrath of Almighty God, which they 
who are the objects of it can no more resist 
than tile grapes can resist those who trample 
them in the wine-press. 

Tlie intention of the Church, however, in ap- 
pointing this lesson for this time, was clearly to 
lead our thoughts to that glorious triumph ob- 
tained by the Redeemer, over the enemies of 
our salvation, by his sufferings and death on 
the cross- Here we see one of the glories of 
the cross of Christ. Let us, then, draw near to 
the mount of crucifixion, and contemplate it, 
not only as the scene of unparalleled suffering, 
but also as the scene of glorious triumph. In 
this light the apostle St. Paul leads us to con- 
the death of Christ, in the following 
words: — " Blotting out the hand-writing of 
ordinances that was against us, which was con- 
trary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing 
it to his cross. And having spoiled principali- 
ties and powers, he made a shew of tiiem open- 
Jy, triumphing over them in it (in his cross.") 
Rev. six. 13—18. t Coloa. ii. 14, 



k 






PASSION WEEK. 



The time of the Redeemer's last sufferings and 
death exhibits to the eye of sense only meanness 
and weakness ; but it was, in fact, the time of 
mighty conflict and of glorious victory. The 
powers of darkness, in that " their hour,"* were 
let loose upon the Saviour, to assail him with 
their utmost force. The object of the mighty 
conflict was the redemption of a fallen world 
The broken law was there, demanding the 
restitution of its lost honours, exhibiting " the 
hand-writing of ordinances which was against 
us," and prepared to inflict upon the divine 
surety its dreadful curse. Death was there, 
armed with its tremendous sting, envenomed by 
the guilt of the whole world, to strike him. 
Satan, who had the power of death, with all his 
"principalities and powers," was there, to make 
his last desperate effort to vanquish the Son of 
God, and thus blast for ever the hope and sal- 
vation of mankind. Yet, over all Christ tri- 
umphed by the weakness of his cross ! " He 
endured their utmost rage, deeply tried, tried 
with a trial beyond aught that mortal man may 
ever comprehend, yet unsubdued, and unsub- 
dued just because there was in him nothing 
fallen or sinful. He endured till the law had 



22 PASSION WEEK. 

no farther claim, till the powers of darkness 
fled, their utmost efforts defeated and baffled, 
and with them passed away the darkness from 
the land, and from the soul of the victorious 
and triumphant sufferer, and Satan saw that 
his long usurped dominion over the world was 
now utterly and hopelessly broken. He en- 
dured till he could say, " It is finished^ till, 
" having spoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in his cross.'' Fearful was the conflict 
that he sustained during the hour of the 
" power of darkness,'' but happy and glorious 
was the result, and splendid and blessed was 
the victory in which his sufferings terminated, 
and most royally triumphant was his death."' * 

Such was the glorious triumph which the 
Redeemer achieved for us on the cross : well 
may we, then, glory in the cross of Christ. 
But further to affect our hearts, and excite our 
gratitude, let us consider the motives which in- 
duced the Saviour thus to undertake and 
triumph for us. He beheld a world deeply 
plunged in misery and guilt, under the curse of 
his Father's violated law, under the power of 
sin and Satan, and fast hastening to everlasting 

* Dod's Incarnation. 
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perdition, and in unmerited and unsolicited 
love and pity, he resolved to redeem it. Was 
ever love or pity like this, — so free, so bound- 
less, so efficacious? Let us consider, also, that 
he sustained this dreadful conflict, and gained 
this glorious triumph, alone, without the help 
of men or angels. We have only to read the 
affecting records of his last sufferings to see the 
truth of his own words, " I have trodden the 
wine-press alone ; and of the people there was 
none with me.'' All his disciples abandoned 
him in that hour, and from his enemies he had 
no pity. His Father forsook him. And 
though on other occasions, angels ministered to 
Iiis suffering humanity, no angel appeared to 
minister succour to him on the cross. Blessed 
Saviour, thou wast indeed left alone; thou 
alone didst work redemption for us, and to 
thee will we alone render all the praise, and all 
the glory of it ! Let us also rejoice in this 
triumph of the Redeemer as a pledge of his 
future complete triumphs over all the enemies 
of the Church, and of the final victory and 
blessedness of all his redeemed. He is indeed ■ 
*' mighty to save." Can we doubt it ? With 
what joy and confidence may we repose in him. 
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able to save to the uttermost, all who come 
unto God by him."" 

But what is our conduct towards this glo- 
rious Saviour, who by suffering and death hath 
thus triumphed for us? The prophet, in this 
lesson of Scripture, confesses and bewails the 
rebellions and ingratitude of the Jews towards 
God, who had often redeemed them out of the 
hand of their enemies. Our guilt and ingrati- 
tude to the Saviour is far greater, inasmuch as 
the redemption he hath achieved for us, is of 
a more exalted character than any to which 
the prophet alludes. How afi'ectitig and how 
humbling the thought of our ingratitude to 
the Saviour; that we so often " rebel against 
and vex his holy Spirit ;" and that by our con- 
duct we should provoke the best of friends to 
become our enemy ! Let us, then, return unto 
him " with weeping and supplications," and 
beseech him to forgive our guilt, and to exert 
his mighty power to save, in delivering us from 
those sins which grieve his holy Spirit, and 
vhich separate our souls from God, and hide 
his face from us.-|- 



■ Heb. vii. 25. + la. lii. 2. 
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The Gospel. 
Marl; sir. 1 — Tl. " After two days was the feast 
of the passoyer, and of unleavened bread : and the 
chief priests and the scribes sought how they might 
take bim by craft, and put him to death. But ihey 
said. Not on the feast.day, lest there be an uproar of 
the people. And being- in Bethany, in the house of 
Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a 
woman having an alabaster box of oirtment of spike- 
nard, Tery precious ; and she brake the box, and 
poured it on his head. And there were some that had 
'■idignation within themselves, and said. Why was 
this waste of the ointment made ? For it might have 
been sold for mote than three hundred pence, and 
iiave been given to the poor ; and they murmured 
against her. And Jesus said, Let her alone ; why 
trouble ye her ? she hath wrought a g-ood work on me. 
For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever 
ye will ye may do them good ; but me ye have not 
plways. She hath done what she could r she is come 
aforehand to anoint my body to the burying. Verily 
I say unto you. Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached throiighout the whole world, this also that 
she hath done, ahall be spoken of for a memorial of 
her. And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto 
the chief priests, to betray him unto them. And when 
they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give 
him money. And he sought how he might conve. 
niently betray him. And the first day of unleavened 
bread, when they killed the passover, his disciples said 
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unto him. Where wilt thou that we go and prepare, 
that thou mayest eat the passover ? And he sendeth 
forth two of his disciples, and saith unto them. Go ye 
into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing 
a pitcher of water ; follow him. And wheresoever he 
shall go in, say ye to the good-man of the house. The 
Master saith, where is the guest-chamber, where L 
shall eat the passover with my disciples ? And he will 
shew you a large upper room furnished, and prepared ; 
there make ready for us. And his disciples went forth, 
and came into the city, and found as he had said unto 
them : and they made ready the passover. And in the 
evening he cometh with the twelve. And as they sat 
and did eat, Jesus said. Verily I say unto you, one of 
you which eateth with me shall betray me. And they 
began to be sorrowful, and to aay unto him one by one 
Is it I ? and another sai^, I^ it I ? And he answered 
and said unt0 them^Jt is one of the twelve that dip. 
peth with me in the dish. The Son of man indeed 
goeth, as it is written of him : but woe to that man by 
whom the Son of man is betrayed ! good were it for 
that man if he had never been born. And as they did 
eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake it, and 
gave it to them, and said. Take, eat : this is my body. 
And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them ; and they all drank of it. And he 
said unto them, This is my blood of the new testa- 
ment, which is shed for many. Verily I say unto you, 
I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that 
day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God. And 
when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the 
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mount of Olives. And Je&us saith unto them. All ye 
shall be ofiended because of me this night : for it is 
written, I will smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall 
be scattered. "But after that I am risen, I will go be- 
fore you into Galilee. But Peter said unto him, Al^ 
though all shall be offended, yet will not I. And 
Jesus saith unto him. Verily I say unto thee. That this 
day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, 
thou shalt deny me thrice. But he spake the more 
vehemently. If I should die with thee, I will not deny 
thee in any wise. Likewise also said they all. And 
they came to a place which was named Gethsemane ; 
and he saith to his disciples. Sit ye here, while I shall 
pray. And he taketh with him Peter, and James, and 
John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very 
heavy, and saith unto them. My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful unto death ; tarry ye here, and watch. 
And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, 
and prayed, that, if it were possible, the hour might 
pass from him. And he said, Abba, Father, all things 
are possible unto thee ; take away this cup from me : 
nevertheless, not what I will, but what thou wilt. 
And he cometh and findeth them sleeping, and saith 
unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou ? couldest not thou 
watch one hour ? Watch ye, and pray, lest ye enter 
into temptation : the spirit truly is ready, but the 
flesh is weak. And again he went away, and prayed, 
and spake the same words. And when he returned he 
found them asleep again, (for their eyes were heavy,) 
neither wist they what to answer him. And he cometh 
the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and 

C 2 
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take your rest : it is enough^ the hour is come ; be- 
hold^ the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners ; rise up, let us go ; lo, he that betrayeth me 
is at hand. And immediately, while he yet spake, 
cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great 
multitude with swords and staves, from the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and the elders. And he that 
betrayed him had given them a token, saying. Whom- 
soever I shall kiss, that same is he ; take him, and 
lead him away safely. And as soon as he was come, 
he goeth straightway to him, and saith. Master, mas- 
ter ; and kissed him. And they laid their hands on 
him, and took him. And one of them that stood by 
drew a sword, and smote a servant of the high priest, 
and cut off his ear. And Jesus answered and said 
unto them. Are ye come out as against a thief, with 
swords and with staves, to take me ? I was daily 
with you in the temple teaching, and ye took me not : 
but the Scriptures must be fulfilled. And they all for- 
sook him and fled. And there followed him a certain 
young man, having a linen cloth cast about his naked 
body : and the young men laid hold on him : and he 
left the linen cloth, and lied from them naked. And 
they led Jesus away to the high priest ; and with him 
were assembled all the chief priests, and the elders, and 
the scribes. And Peter followed him afar off, even into 
the palace of the high priest : and he sat with the ser. 
vants, and warmed himself at the fire. And the chief 
priests and all the council, sought for witness against 
Jesus to put him to death; and found none. For 
many bare false witness against him, but their witness 
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agreed not together. And there arose certain^ and 
bare false witness against him^ saying. We heard him 
say, I will destroy this temple that is made with 
hands, and within three days I will build another 
made without hands. But neither so did their witness 
agree together. And the high priest stood up in the 
midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou no- 
thing ? What is it which these witness against thee ? 
But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again 
the high priest asked him, and said unto him. Art thou 
the Christ, the Son of the Blessed } And Jesus said, 
I am ; and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the 
right-hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes, and 
saith. What need we any further witnesses ? Ye have 
heard the blasphemy ; what think ye? And they all 
condemned him to be guilty of death. And some 
began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to 
buffet him, and to say unto him. Prophesy : and the 
servants did strike him with the palms of their hands. 
And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh 
one of the maids of the high priest : and when she saw 
Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, and said. 
And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth. But he 
denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I what 
thou sayest. And he went out into the porch ; and 
the cock crew. And a maid saw him again, and began 
to say to them that stood by. This is one of them. 
And he denied it again. And a little after, they that 
stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of 
them, for thou art a Galilean, and thy speech agreeth 
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thereto. But he began to curse and to swear^ saying, 
I know not this man of whom ye speak. And the 
second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind 
the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock 
crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he 
thought thereon he wept." * 



CHRIST ANOINTED BY MAEY. 

VER. 3—9. 

Who can restrain his admiration of Mary's 
conduct in thus honouring the Saviour, by 
anointing his feet with her precious ointment ? 
As our Lord declared, " Wheresoever his gospel 
shall be preached, throughout the whole world, 
this also that she hath done, shall be spoken of 

• As the gospels appointed for this week are of con- 
siderable length, the author, rather than extend his 
comment to a length unsuited to the time usually ap- 
propriated to the devotional exercises of the family 
and the closet, has arranged his remarks under several 
distinct heads. By this plan the whole of the leading 
incidents will be noticed. If any fact recorded in a 
particular gospel is omitted in the comment, it will 
be found to be noticed in a succeeding comment, 
where it is taken up more in its chronological order. 
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for a memorial of her."* This act of Mary's 
was a strong and beautiful expression of her 
love and gratitude to the Saviour, and of her 
cheerful self-denial, in order to honour him, at 
a lime when his malignant enemies conspired 
to put him to death. It was an expression of 
her love to Jesus, Precious and costly as her 
ointment was, she deemed that he was worthy 
of it, who had the supreme love of her heart : 
nor was she ashamed to make this avowal of her 
love to the Saviour thus publicly, though, as 
proved to be the case, her doing so might ex- 
pose her to misrepresentation and reproach. 
And does not Jesus also deseiTe our love? 
Vain are our professions of love to him, if we 
hesitate to avow it publicly, from the fear of 
misrepresentation and reproach ; and do not 
evidence it more by our actions, than by our 
words. We cannot, indeed, like Mary, show 
our love to Christ by anointing his body ; but 
if, from love to him, we pour the balm of con- 
solation into the wounds of hia afflicted mem- 
bers ; if we give even a cup of cold water to a 
disciple in his name, and live to his honour, he 
who looks at the heart will consider himself 
hereby as much honoured, as he was by the 
' Vet. 9. 
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act of Mary, in anointing hia feet. Mary's 
conduct testified the gratitude of her heart. 
Jesus had done great things for her. The 
lessons she had learned from hini, while sitting 
at his feet, had imparted peace and comfort to 
her sou!. The kindness of Christ, in raising 
her brother Lazarus from the dead, was not 
forgotten. She beholds that fond brother whom 
she once mourned as dead, now sitting with the 
Saviour at the feast. She resolves in this way 
to express the overflowing gratitude of her 
heart to her best friend and Saviour. And has 
not Christ claims equally tender and strong on 
our gratitude ? Have we not abundant reason 
to say, " The Lord hath done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad ?' Hath he not im- 
parted spiritual life, and peace, and joy, to our 
souls ? Is there not a brother, a dear relative, 
or friend, whom in the season of danger he has 
rescued, as it were, from the jaws of death ; or 
whom, in mercy, he has raised from spiritual 
death to spiritual life ? O let us then cherish 
towards this best of friends the lively, the un- 
ceasing gratitude of our hearts. But Mary's 
conduct, by the self-denial which marked it, 
shows the sincerity of the love and gratitude it 
expressed. The precious ointment which she 
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tlevoted to the Saviour was of coDsidemble 
value. One, wlio murmured at what he blamed 
as her " waste," declared it " might have been 
sold for more than three hundred pence," 
which amounts to about nine pounds seven 
shillings and sixpence of. our money. This 
precious ointment was, in all probability, in- 
tended for the refreshment and decoration of 
her own person. It is, however, cheerfully sacri- 
ficed to the honour of the Saviour. To honour 
Christ is an object dearer lo Mary than the deco- 
ration of her own person. It is thus, if influenced 
by similar feelings, we shall feel it our duty and 
privilege to exercise self-denial, and make sa- 
crifices for Christ. " The maid will forget 
her ornaments," and luxuries will be relin- 
quished, when the circumstances of his poor 
members, or the advancement of his cause in 
the earth, call for the sacrifice. 

Though some censured, and from various 
motives, Mary's conduct, it was her exalted 
privilege to receive the commendation of her 
Lord. He declares, " She bath wroughtagood 
work on me." O what joy to Mary, while ex- 
periencing the uncharitable censures of others, 
thus to be commended by the Saviour, who 
knew her heart ! There is one expression in 
our Lord's commendation of Mary which de- 
c 5 
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I serves our particular notice, and which could 
I Hot but have deeply affected her heart: "She 
is come aforehand to anoint my body to the 
iurying r As if he had said, " In a few days 
' I shall be dead and buried ; and therefore 
there is one good thing more, that you are not 
aware of, that this woman has done for me ; she 
has anointed my body beforehand against the 
burial, and been directed by Providence to do 
that to me yet alive, which she would have 
desired, and you would easily have allowed her 
to do to me when dead." * There is something 
important, and deeply touching, in the frequent 
allusions made by our blessed Lord to his own 
death, especially considered in connexion with 
the fact, that such allusions were generally 
made at those seasons when he was most ho- 
noured. It shows us with what unearthly 
magnanimity and complacency Jesus looked 
forward to his death, by which he should make 
an atonement for the sin of the world. The 
glories of the transfiguration were heightened 
ui his esteem because it was to be succeeded 
by the decease which he was to accomplish at 
Jerusalem, of which Moses and Eliaa spake 
on the mount. The Jewish temple possessed 
additional interest with him, as its stones and 
• Clark's Paraphrase, in hco. 
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its buildings reminded him of the temple of 
his body, which should soon be destroyed. 
And so, in the fact before us, the alabaster 
box of ointment was most fragrant to the 
Saviour, because in symbol it indicated his em- 
balraent for his burial. Did Jesus thus de- 
light to contemplate and speak of his own 
death for us ; and shall we not often make it 
the subject of our meditation and discourse ? 
O let us often think and speak of the death of 
our Redeemer; let us pray that that which is 
the foundation and life of all our hopes and 
joys, may, through its saving efficacy, be the 
death of sin in our souls. 



TH E PASSOVER : — THE SACKAMF.NTAI, SUPPER. 
VER. 12—25. 

! the feast in the house of Simon the 
leper, where he had thus been honoured by 
Mary, our Lord retired with his disciples to 
keep the Passover, and to institute that sacra- 
mental feast, which he has commanded to be 
observed to the end of time, in remembrance o 
his death for our redemption. 
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The directions which our blessed Lord gave 
to the two disciples as to the place where they 
should make ready for the celebration of the 
passover, must not be overlooked : — " Go ye 
into the city, and there shall meet you a man 
bearing a pitcher of water : follow him ; and he 
will shew you a large upper room furnished 
and prepared: there make ready for us/* 
Who but one omniscient could foresee, and 
with such certainty foretell, such apparently 
contingent circumstances as these ? Such facts 
as these^ which we are too apt to overlook in 
reading the records of the Saviour's life, supply 
us with the most convincing evidences of his 
essential godhead. In the evening, our Lord 
with his disciples assembled in the room pre- 
pared, and sat down to eat this passover. It 
was on this occasion our Lord said, " With de- 
sire I have desired to eat this passover with you 
before I suffer : for I say unto you, I will not 
any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God.'* "f- The design of this feast 
will show the reasons why Christ so strongly 
desired to partake of it with his disciples for 
the last time. It was the express ordinance of 
God, and observed by the Jews, to commemo- 
• Ver. 13, 15. + Luke xxii. 15, 16. 
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rate the deliverance of the Israelites from 
Egyptian bondage by the sacrifice of the pass- 
over Lamb, am! the sprinkling of its blood.* 
It was, moreover, a lively and typical represen- 
tation of our spiritual redemption by the sacri- 
fice and sprinkling of the blood of Christ, " as 
a lamb slain without blemish and without 
spot." Hence the apostle St. Paul says, 
" Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." "f 
Our Lord was now shortly, by his own suffer- 
ings and death, to fulfil all that had thus for so 
many ages been exhibited in type. How affect- 
ing is the thought of the intense desire of 
Chrifit to keep this passover, seeing that in the 
passover lamb which had been slain, and roasted 
with fire, and which he ate with his disciples, 
be beheld a representation of himself, who, in a 
few hours would bleed and suffer, as " the 
Lamb of God," for the redemption of a guilty 
world ! Can any thing convey to us a more 
striking or convincing proof of the strength of 
his love, or of his readiness, as our great Pass- 
over, to be sacrificed for us ! 

The pascal supper being ended, and all that 

it typified being on the point of receiving its 

fnll accompUshment, the Saviour instituted 

■ Exodus xii. -f 
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(mother rite more symbolical of his sufferings 
and death, the observance of which is obligatory 
«n his church to the end of the world. " Jesus 
took bread, and blessed, and brake it, and gave 
it to them, and said, Take, eat : this is my 
body, which is given for you. And lie took 
the cup, and whea he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them : and they all drank of it. 
And he said unto them. This is my blood of the 
New Testament which is shed for many.'" 
" This do ye in remembrance of me." In the 

['simple and touching accounts which the evan- 
gelists, and the apostle St. Paul,* give us of 
the institution of the Lord's Supper, there are 
several affecting circumstances which demand 
pur attention. Consider the time when our 

I liOrd instituted this holy sacrament — " the 
same night in which he was betrayed !" With 
the certain and most accurate foreknowledge of 
the approaching agony of the garden, of the 
treachery of Judas, of the desertion of his dis- 
ciples, of the malice and cruelty of his enemies, 
and of the shameful death of the cross in a few 
hours to be endured, our Lord, instead of 
having his mind exclusively absorbed in the 
anticipation of his own sorrows, was chiefly 




chiefl^^^ 



PASSION WEEK. 3^ 

mindful of what wou)d be for the instruction 
and edification of his church ! Consider, also, 
what our Lord did and said on this occasion. 
He took the bread, brake it before their eyes, 
handed it to them, bade them eat it, and tells 
them it is the emblem of his body soon to be 
broken and put to death for them .' — he pours 
out the wine, hands it to them, commands theoi 
each to driuk it, as the emblem of his own most 
precious blood shortly to be shed for them, for 
the redemption of a ruined world. Thus, when, 
we draw nigli to the sacramental table, we have 
" Christ evidently set forth before our eyes as 
crucified."* We take, we eat, we drink, the 
memorials of his unparalleled sufferings for our. 
redemption. Let us consider, also, the special 
design of our Lord in this sacred institution : — 
" This do ye in remembrance of me !" Tlie- 
desire of living in the remembrance of those we 
love is natural to all. Jesus desired this ; and 
is he not worthy to live in the grateful recollec- 
tions of every heart ? He well knew the trea- 
chery of our hearts, and how prone we are tu 
forget him, our beat friend; and therefore in 
mercy appointed this holy sacrament to revive 
our recollections of himself, and of our 
tiuns to him. 
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How affecting, then, is it, that by so Qiany 
who hear the Christian name, tliis holy sacra- 
ment is so lightly regarded, and so awfully 
neglected. Many come to it as a mere external 
rite of Christianity, without any right or spi- 
ritual feeling. Many, with pharisaic confi- 
dence relying on the sacramental elements, 
" not discerning the Lord's body." Many 
altogether neglect it, as if it were a matter in 
which they had no concern. We may well 
demand, How dwelleth the love of Christ in 
their hearts, who neglect this his dying com- 
mand, and do it not in remembrance of him ? 
Such unthinkingly and ungratefully neglect 
that, which Christ has appointed, and will 
bless, as an important means of grace to their 
Bouls. Thepiea of unfitness and unworthiness, 
by which some excuse their neglect, will avail 
them nothing. We draw nigh to the sacra- 
I tnental feast, not on the ground of our own un- 
worthiness, but on the ground of the worthi- 
ness of Christ, who commands it. If really 
unfitted for this holy sacrament by reason of 
any allowed sins, that unfitness constitutes our 
guilt, and not our excuse. If really unfitted 
to approach the Lord's table on earth, we are 
equally unfitted to sit down to the "marriage 
supper of the Lamb,^ in heaven. 
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THE AGONY IN SETHSEMANK. 

vEa. 32—42. 

What a inysteriouB scene of siifFering is pre- 
sented to our contemplation in the f^ardeii of 
Gethsemanel From the chamber where our 
Lord had eaten the passover with his disciples, 
and instituted the sacramental supper, he de- 
parts from the city, and crossing the brook 
Kedron which lay to the east of Jerusalem, he 
entered the garden of Gethsemane. Jesus 
oftentimes resorted thither with his disciples for 
the purpose of private devotion. No sooner 
had our I,o-d entered the garden than the mys- 
terious agony of his soul commenced: "He 
began to be sorrowful and very heavy, and said 
to his disciples, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death." * Retiring to a short dis- 
tance from the rest of his disciples, and charg- 
ing them to "watch and pray," he took with 
bim Peter, and James, and John, who had been 
witnesses of his glorious transfiguration on 
Tabor, that they might be the witnesses of his 
unparalleled sorrows. What a fearful scene of 
agony did they behold ! There is the Son of , 
' Matt. xsvi. 37, 38. 
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God, prostrate on the ground, beseeching his 
Father, if it were possible, that the mysterious 
cup might pass from him ; *' and his sweat was 
as it were great drops of blood falling to the 
ground.''* All this is mysterious and inex- 
plicable, if with some we reject the doctrine of 
atonement for sin by the sufferings and death of 
the Redeemer ; seeing there is the absence of 
all those causes which could have produced or 
justified that degree of mental agony here at- 
tributed to the Redeemer. It was not the 
prospect of death that so fearfully agitated the 
Saviour. Death can only be terrible to those 
who are conscious of guilt, and who are with- 
out hope. The Son of God was without sin, 
and he knew that his departure from this world 
would be to him an entrance into, and resump- 
tion of, " the glory which he had with the Fa- 
ther before the world was." " If," said he to 
his disciples who sorrowed at the thought of his 
death, " ye loved me, ye would rejoice that I go 
unto my Father." It was not the near pros- 
pect of those indignities and cruel sufferings on 
which he was now about to enter which occa- 
sioned this distress. Our Lord knew from the 
beginning all that he should suffer ; again and 

• Luke xxii. 44. 
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again had he proclaimed it to his disciples ; he 
had hastened with joy to Jerusalem when the 
time drew nigh, to meet all his sufferings : with 
a serene and triumphant spirit he goes forth 
from tiie garden to surrender himself into the 
hands of his enemies, and to be " led as a lamb 
to the slaughter." To suppose that the pros- 
pect of his sufferings occasioned this agony, 
would be to attribute to the Son of God less 
courage, and less of the spirit of endurance, 
than many martyrs have displayed who have 
gone to tortures and deaths equally, and in 
some respects more cruel and dreadful, with 
serene and triumphant kouIs. 

The agony of Christ in Gethscmane was the 
agony of his soul, and must be traced to spi- 
ritual causes. Christ came to "make his soul 
an offering for sin."* He endured the curse 
and wrath due to man's sin, to save us from 
both. He, as our substitute, put his soul into 
the soul's place of the millions whom he re- 
deemed unto God. That satisfaction which 
the Redeemer made for the guilt of siimers 
began in blood in the garden, and was com- 
pleted by the shedding of his precious blood on 
the cross. The wrath of God due to man's 
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sin now seized upon the suffering nature of the 
Son of God, The cup which was then pre- 
sented to him was full of the anger of God for 
man's sin, and very bitter must it have been to 
his holy soul to receive such a cup from his 
Father who loved him. His holy soul now 
bore the weight of human guilt, for " the Lord 
laid on him the iniquity of us all."* There is 
reason also to believe, that at the same time, 
the Saviour had to sustain a dreadful conflict 
with the powers of darkness, After the temp- 
tation in the wilderness, we read, " the devil 
departed from him for a season ;"i- but only 
like an enemy baffled and discomfited, afresh 
to muster bis forces, and watch the opportunity 
uf making a more vigorous assault. This op- 
portunity now presented itself : this was the hour 
of the power of darkness. It is probable that 
on this occasion the powers of darkness assailed 
the holy soul of the Redeemer with the most 
horrid temptations and blasphemies, and ex- 
ercised all their might and malice to turn him 
from his merciful design of making himself a 
sacrifice for sin, and thus prevent the redemp- 
tion of the world. " The sorrows of death'" 
now " compassed him about, and the pains of 
• Is. liii. 6. I Luke iv. 13. 
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hell gat hold upon him." Nu wonder then that 
Jesus snid, " My soid is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death." We may judge of the mag- 
nitude and intensity of this mysterious agony 
of his soul, by the effect it produced on his 
corporeal frame — " his sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground."* 

• Some ooni men ta tors have thought that the et. 
pression i 'iSfKut out-™ iuB-(iflpo;ifloiurfiiiTot,implies only that 
his drops of sweat were larg-e and clammy like clota 
of gore. There is, however, rather reason to think, aa 
Dr. Doddridge paraphrases the words, that, " So ex- 
traordinary was the commotion of animal naturej that 
blood was also forced in an amazing manner through 
the pores, together with the sweat ; which was as it 
were great drops of blood falling down from his face, 
and dropping in <dotB on the ground." Thuanus, a 
learned and credible historian, mentions two instances 
of such bloody aweats. He tells us that the governor 
of a. certain garrison being decoyed and taken prisoner 
and threatened with an ignominious death, was thrown 
into such a terror of mind, that his body was covered 
all over with a bloody sweat. The same author re- 
lates, that a young man of Florence being by order of 
Pope Sixtus V. condemned to die, as he was led along 
to he executed, sweat blood ail over his body, 
no uncommon thing for great fear and sudden 
to excite profuse perspiration. What then must have 
been the intensity of the agony of the Redeemer' 
soul which occasioned this bloody sweat 
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How deserving of our notice and imitation, 
is the conduct of our blessed Lord in this time 
of sore agony of soul ! He prays to his hea- 
venly Father ; thereby instructing us by his 
own example in all our afflictions to spread our 
sorrows before our Father who is in heaven. 
** Is any afflicted ? let him pray." Wliat resig- 
nation does Christ manifest in this prayer ? 
"Abba, Father, all things are possible unto 
thee, take away this cup from me ; nevertheless 
not what I will, but what thou wilt.'' " If it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me ; neverthe- 
less not iny will, but thine be done" In thus 
praying that the cup of sorrows, " if possible," 
might pass from him, our Lord exhibited the 
truth of his participation of our humanity. 
Human nature shrinks from suffering, and there 
is nothing sinful in this when suffering may be 
lawfully avoided. It was not possible, how- 
ever, that the cup should pass from Jesus : it 
was necessary that he should drink it, even to 
the dregs, in order to save us: he therefore 
says, " Father, not my will, but thine be done.'' 
What a pattern here of perfect resignation to 
the divine will ; and of the cheerful readiness 
of the Saviour to endure unutterable agonies of 
soul rather than leave the work of our redemp- 
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tion unaccomplished. While we admire his re- 
signation to his Father's will, and his devoted- 
ness to the work of our salvation, we must not 
overlook his compassion to the infirmities of his 
disciples on this occasion. He had commanded 
them to " watch and pray," but he returns 
again and again, and finds them sleeping ! But 
yet how mildly does he reprove, and how mer- 
cifully does he excuse such unworthy conduct ! 
" The spirit indeed," said Christ, " is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.'' Let us be concerned to 
imitate our Lord in this. We may suffer from 
the neglects of friends, let us not impute every 
neglect to a want of kindness ; like our great 
exemplar, instead of aggravating every instance 
of neglect into a crime, let us speak of it with 
mildness, and make the most charitable excuse 
for that which we are unable to defend. 

It is impossible to close this astonishing re- 
cord of the Saviour's agony in the garden with- 
out having our minds deeply impressed with 
the infinite evil of sin ; seeing, in order to atone 
for man's sin, it was necessary that the Son of 
God should undergo such unparalleled suffer- 
ings. The more this is considered, the more 
shall we apprehend the strength of the Re- 
deemer'slove to us, and of the magnitude of our 
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obligations to him in dying for us. What 
force do such considerations as these give to the 
apostolic exhortation, " Ye are not your own : 
for ye are bought with a price : therefore glo- 
rify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's."* 

• I Cor. vi. 19, 20. 
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TUESDAY BEFORE EASTER. 



The Collect 



^^ Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender 
love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer 
death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow 
the example of his great humility ; mercifully grant, 
that we may both follow the example of his patience, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection ; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen" 



For the Epistle. 

Isaiah 1. 5 — 11. "The Lord God hath opened mine 
ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away 
back. I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair : I hid not my face 
from shame and spitting. For the Lord God will help 

D 
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me: therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore 
have I set my face like a flinty and I know that I shall 
not be ashamed. He is near that justifieth me ; who 
will contend with me ? Let us stand together : who 
is mine adversary ? let him come near to me. Behold^ 
the Lord God will help me : who is he that shall con- 
demn me ? lo^ they all shall wax old as a garment^ the 
moth shall eat them up. Who is among you that 
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, 
that walketh in darkness, and hath no light ? let him 
trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God. 
Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yoiur- 
selves about with sparks : walk in the light of your 
fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled : this shall 
ye have of mine hand : ye shall lie down in sorrow. 

What is here recorded appears to be more 
like a real history, than a prophecy of the suf- 
ferings of the Saviour, delivered some hun- 
dreds of years before his incatnation. The 
exact and literal accomplishment of these re- 
markable predictions is recorded in the gospels 
on which we meditate during this week. 

In his discourses with his disciples, our Lord 
again and again insisted on the necessity of his 
sufferings, in order to the fulfilment of the 
Scriptures concerning himself. He was not ig- 
norant of all those indignities and cruel suffer- 
ings foretold in the Holy Scriptures to be enr 



PASSION WEEK. 



Si 



dured by liim. He was doubtless well ac- 
quainted with this portion of the prophetic 
writings, in which several particulars of his 
sufferings are predicted with affecting minute- 
ness. There is much in this fact to impress our 
minds with an exalted idea of the strength of 
the love and resolution of the Saviour in under- 
taking and persevering in the work of our re- 
demption, till with his dying shout on the cross, 
be exclaimed, " It is finished !" Oh, if a vo- 
lume were handed to us, in which it was cer- 
tainly revealed, as the appointment of our 
heavenly Father, that in our future course 
through life, and while pursuing the path of 
duty, we must make painful sacrifices, must en- 
dure the most painful indignities from men, and 
at last suffer a shameful and cruel death for 
Christ ; who of us would not prove rebellious, 
and turn back ? Let us then contemplate the 
magnanimity of our Lord, to learn resolution 
and courage in suffering for him. 

Jesua, as here foretold, " gave his hack to 
the smiters." According to the Roman cus- 
tom, they who were condemned to be cruci- 
fied were previously scourged. So severe was 
this scourging that it not unfrequently hap- 
pened, that the sufferers expired under the se- 
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verity and torture of it. To this the holy 
Saviour submitted ; instead of being rebellious, 
" he gave his back to the smiters."* Such was 
the malignity of his enemies, that we may 
be sure of this, he experienced no lenity at 
their merciless hands : with their knotty whips 
they lacerated his sacred flesh : and as the 
psalmist predicted, " The plowers, plowed upon 
his back; they made long their furrows."" •(• 
" These blows,'^ may every Christian say, ** are 
mine : both my sins have given them, and they 
give remedies to my sins. * He was wounded 
for our transgressions ; he was bruised for our 
iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him, and with his stripes are we healed.'' 
O blessed Jesus, why should I think strange to 
be scourged with tongue or hand, when I see 
thee bleeding ! What lashes can I fear, either 
from heaven or earth, since thy scourges have 
been borne for me, and have sanctified them to 
me !" J In this remarkable prophecy it is also 
announced that Messiah would give " his cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair." In the 
gospels we read the literal fulfilment of this; 
** They covered his face, and bufieted him, and 

• Matt, xxvii. 26. f Ps. cxxix. 3. 

t Bishop Hall. 
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the servants did strike him with the palms of 
their hands."* " They struck him on the face, 
and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that 
smote thee ?"+ and with savage cruelty tore off 
the hair of his heard. It is also added, ns a 
further indignity offered to the Son of God, 
" I hid not my face from shame and spitting." 
According to the customs prevalent in the East, 
no greater insult or indignity could be offered 
to any one, than to spit in his face. This in- 
dignity our Lord experienced, not only in tlie 
hall of the high priest, but also from the Ro- 
man soldiers who mocked him. Let us often 
meditate on these shameful indignities endured 
by the Saviour, that our minds may be the more 
deeply impressed with the infinite evil of sin, 
which rendered it necessary that our divine 
surety should thus suffer for us. 

With what gratitude and joy ought we then 
to contemplate the holy resolution and sublime 
magnanimity with which our Lord anticipated, 
and passed through all the indignities and suf- 
ferings, he had to endure for us. Having 
undertaken the work of our redemplicn, when 
sha,Rie and suffering in their most aggravated 
forms met him, "he was not rebellious, nor 
• Mark sir. 65. t Luke xxii. 64. 
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turned away back.'" Had he done so, the great 
work of man's salvation had remained unac- 
compliehed, and a guilty world had been for 
ever abandoned to despair. What was it which 
cheered and supported the holy soul of the 
Redeemer through all his mysterious sorrows ? 
He knew that God his father would strengthen 
his suffering humanity, so that he should not 
sink beneath the weight of his mighty woes, or 
be confounded. He knew that he should not 
be ashamed of his undertaking, or be disap- 
pointed of its glorious results. And though he 
might, as well he knew he should, be con- 
demned and put to death, as a sinner, as an 
impostor, he felt assured that God would vin- 
dicate his honour, by his resurrection from 
the dead, and the spread of his gospel among 
men. He felt as.sured that the cause of his 
Father's glory, and of man's redemption, for 
which he suffered and died, would triumph 
over every opposition, that all his enemies 
should bow before him, and every tongue 
confess that he is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. With all this "joy" and glory 
■in prospect, the Saviour "endured the croBS, 
despising the shame."* 



• Heh. X 
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Are we then his professed disciples, and 
under infinite obligations to his dying love ; 
and can we shrink from self-denial and Buffer- 
ing for him, when duty to the Saviour de- 
mands it of lis? Shall we, to escape the frowns 
or contempt of men, abandon Christ and his 
cause, seeing such was his love to us, that 
when he undertook our redemption, he did 
not hesitate to endure shame and death for us ? 
Like our blessed Lord, when exposed un- 
justly to shame and reproach, yea, even in the 
darkest hours of adversity, let us " trust in the 
name of the Lord, and stay ourselves upon 
our God.*^ In such seasons, and under such 
circumstances, our lot will be far more happy 
than that of those who seek comfort in their 
worldly enjoyments : they may " kindle a fire, 
compass themselves about with sparks, and 
walk in the light of their fire, and in the 
sparks that they have kindled," but at length 
they shall lie down in sorrow ;" but God will 
vindicate the righteousness of his servants : he 
will be near to help and justify thi 
soon they shall know by happy 
that "joy is sown for the righti 
gladness for the upright in heart. 



ixperience, ^^M 
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The Gospel 

Mark xv. 1 — ^39. " And straightway in the morn- 
ings the chief priests held a consultation with the 
elders and scribes^ and the whole council^ and bound 
Jesus^ and carried him away^ and delivered him to 
Pilate. And Pilate asked him^ Art thou the King of 
the Jews ? And he answering said unto him^ Thou 
sayest it. And the chief priests accused him of many 
things : but he answered nothing. And Pilate asked 
him again^ sayings Answerest thou nothing ? Behold 
how many things they witness against thee. But Jesus 
yet answered nothing, so that Pilate marvelled. Now 
at that feast he released unto them one prisoner, whom- 
soever they desired. And there was one named Barab- 
bas, which lay bound with them that had made insur- 
rection with him, who had committed murder in the 
insurrection. And the multitude, crying aloud, began 
to desire him to do as he had ever done unto them. 
But Pilate answered them, saying. Will ye that I re- 
lease unto you the King of the Jews } (For he knew 
that the chief priests had delivered him for envy.) But 
the chief priests moved the people, that he should 
rather release Barabbas unto them. And Pilate an. 
swered and said again unto them. What will ye then 
that I shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the 
Jews } And they cried out again. Crucify him ! Then 
Pilate said unto them. Why, what evil hath he done ? 
And they cried out the more exceedingly. Crucify him J 
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And so Pilate^ willing to content the people, released 
Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had 
scourged him^ to be crucified. And the soldiers led 
him away into the hall, called Prstorium ; and they 
call together the whole band. And they clothed him 
with purple, and plaited a crown of thorns, and put it 
about his head, and began to salute him. Hail, King 
of the Jews ! And they smote him on the head with a 
reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their knees 
worshipped him. And when they had mocked him, 
they took off the purple from him, and put his own 
clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him. And 
they compel one Simon, a Cyrenian, who passed by, 
coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and 
Rufus, to bear his cross. And they bring him unto 
the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, the 
place of a scull. And they gave him to drink wine 
mingled with myrrh: but he received it not. And 
when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, 
casting lots upon them, what every man should take. 
And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. And 
the superscription of his accusation was written over, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. And with him they 
crucify two thieves ; the one on his right-hand, and the 
other on his left. And the Scripture was fulfilled which 
saith. And he was numbered with the transgressors. 
And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their 
heads, and saying. Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, 
and buildest it in three days, save thyself, and come 
down from the cross. Likewise also the chief priests 
mocking said among themselves with the scribes. He 

D 5 
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saved others^ himself he cannot save. Let Christ the 
King of Israel descend now from the cross^ that we 
may see and believe. And they that were crucified 
with him^ reviled him. And when the sixth hour was 
come^ there was darkness over the whole land^ until 
the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried 
with a loud voice^ sayings Eloi^ Eloi, lama sabach- 
thani ? which is, being interpreted. My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me ? And some of them that 
stood by, when they heard it, said. Behold, he calleth 
Elias. And one ran and filled a sponge full of vinegar, 
and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, say- 
ing. Let alone : let us see whe<iier Ellas will come to 
take him down. And Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
and gave up the ghost. And the vail of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. And 
when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw 
that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said. 
Truly this man was the Son of God ! 

There are few passages in the history of 
our Lord's sufferings more affecting than those 
which record his trial and condemnation. How 
affecting the thought, that he who is Lord and 
Judge of all, before whose august tribunal all 
nations must one day appear, should thus be 
dragged as a criminal before a human tribu* 
nal — that false witnesses should be suborned to 
give testimony against him —that he should be 
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treated witli the uttnosC indignity and contempt, 
and, though innocent, be unrighteously con- 
demned to be crucified .' 

No sooner had Jesus been betrayed into the 
hands of his enemies, than they led him away 
bound as a prisoner, first to the house of Annas, 
and from thence to tlie palace of Caiaphas the 
high priest, where, tliough it was in the dead of 
the night, the principal members of the Sanhe- 
drim were met, waiting to receive him as a 
prisoner.* Here our Lord underwent his first 
public examination, being questioned by Caia- 
phas as to his disciples and his doctrine, and 
was contemptuously smitten on the cheek by 
one who stood by, because he answered the high 
priest in a dignified manner.-|- Determined on 
his condemnation, they sought false witnesses 
against him, who laid to his charge things that 
he knew not; but so absurd and contradictory 
was their testimony, that no just charge could 
be established against Jesus. Resolved to com- 
pass his death, when Jesiis refused a reply to 
the allegations against htm, tlie high priest in 
the most solemn manner adjured him to declare 

• Matt. SKvi. 57 ; Mark siv. 53 ; Luke Kxii. 
John STiii. 12— U. 
t John iviii. 22. 
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whether he was the Messiah, the Son of God. 
Immediately our Lord asserted his claims to 
this high character in the most ex;plicit terms, 
at the same time assuring the high priest and 
the council, that though they now beheld him 
as a prisoner before them, they should one day 
see him in his glory, as " the Son of man sit- 
ting on the right-hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven."* The striking pro- 
phecy of Daniel,-|- which our Lord thus applied 
to himself, was always considered by the Jews 
as a description of the Messiah : our Lord's 
application of it to himself at this time, was an 
unequivocal declaration that he was the Mes- 
siah, the Son of God, who would one day appear 
in his glory to judge the world. On hearing 
this, as if shocked at the impiety of such an 
assumption, the high priest rent his clothes, — 
all the council pronounced that Jesus had 
spoken blasphemy, and condemned him to die 
as a blasphemer^ No sooner was this sentence 
given than the spotless Redeemer was treated 
by the servants in the palace with the most in- 
solent indignities : they mocked him, spat upon 
him, blindfolded him, and smote him on the 
face, as if he had been the vilest of criminals, 
• Matt. xxvi. 64. t Daniel vii. 13. 
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the most horrid of blasphemers.* At an early 
hour the next morning, eager to hasten the 
death of Jesus, the Jewish council again assem- 
bled, and again was Jesus brought before them, 
and examined as to his claims of being the Mes- 
siah; again he proclaimed his dignity, and 
again was condemned to die as a blasphemer.^ 
This was our Lord*s third examination, and 
the second before the Jewish council. The ob* 
ject of his enemies in subjecting Christ to these 
repeated examinations was to extract from his 
own answers to such questions as they chose to 
put to him, matter of accusation against him. 

By the Jewish law, the person condemned of 
blasphemy was stoned to death. It mighty 
therefore, have been expected that they would 
instantly have led forth the Saviour, and put 
him to death in this way. This circumstances 
prevented, in which we may mark the over- 
ruling providence of God, for the accomplish- 
ment of holy scriptures. Certain predictions of 
the Old Testament clearly intimate the manner 
of the Saviour's death : — *' They pierced my 
hands and my feet*" J " They shall look 

♦ Matt. xxvi. 67, 68; Mark xiv. 65; Luke xxii 
63""~66. 

t Luke xxii. 66—71. J Ps. xxii. 16. 
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upon me whom they have pierced"* Our 
Lord himself had pointed out the manner of his 
own death : " The Son of man must be lifted 
up ;^ " And I, if I be lifted upfront the earth, 
will draw all men unto me. This he said, sig« 
nifying what death he should die."t Hence, 
also, when the Jews applied to Pilate, they 
said, ^' It is not lawful for us to put any 
man to death; that the saying of Jeeus 
might be fulfilled^ which he spake, signifying 
by what death he should dieJ^lf. Had Jesus 
died according to the Jewish law as a blas- 
phemer, these prophetic declarations as to the 
peculiar manner of his death had failed in their 
accomplishment. The providence of God, by 
the subjugation of the Jews at that time to the 
Romans, secured the accomplishment of these 
predictions. The Jews had lost the power of 
inflicting capital punishments ; this was vested 
in their conquerors : hence the reason of their 
application to Pilate, the Roman governor; 
and hence, also, the death of our Lord by 
crucifiwion, which was a Roman punishment, 
and generally inflicted on the basest of mankind. 

• Zech. xii. 10. 

t John iii. 14 ; John xii. 32, 33. 

J John xviii. 31, 32. 
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The Jewish council having condemned Jesus 
to die, carry him bound to the judgment-hall 
of Pilate, to have the sentence confirmed. Well 
knowing that the Roman governor would not 
take cognizance of a religious dispute, they 
charge him with a civil offence : they accuse 
him of sedition, of setting up as a king, and, as 
such, the rival and enemy of Caesar. Pilate 
examines him on this charge, pronounces him 
to be innocent, and offers to release him, as 
was his custom to release a prisoner to them at 
the approaching festival. This the insatiable 
enemies of Christ rejected, and to mark their 
malignity against the Saviour, preferred in his 
stead a noted murderer to be released unto 
them. A second time Pilate returned to the 
judgment-ball, and in the hope of working 
upon the compassion of his enemies, though 
with flagrant injustice towards Jesus, whom be 
knew to be innocent, he caused him to be 
scourged by tlie soldiers of his guard, and ar- 
rayed out of mockery in purple, and put a 
crown of thorns on his head.* Thus, having 
been scourged, wearing the purple robe and thi 
thorny coronet, Pilate presents Jesus before the 
multitude: again he declares his innocence, 
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and in the hope of exciting their compassion, 
said, " Behold the man r But in vain did 
Pilate thus seek to release Jesus, for instead of 
being softened to pity by the spectacle of a suf- 
fering and insulted Saviour, they more fiercely 
demanded his; death as a blasphemer."^ The 
third time Pilate returned into the judgment- 
hall, takes Jesus with him, and examined him 
apart, but Jesus gave him no answer. ** Then 
said Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto 
me ? Knowest thou not that I have power to 
crucify thee, and have power to release thee ? 
Jesus answered. Thou couldest have no power 
at all against me, except it were given thee from 
above : therefore he that delivered me unto thee 
hath the greater sin." t The fourth time Pilate 
went out to the multitude, and sought in vain 
to release Jesus: "but the Jews cried out, 
saying. If thou let this man go, thou art not 
Caesar's friend : whosoever maketh himself a 
king speaketh against Caesar." J The love of 
power, and the fear of being himself accused to 
the jealous Tiberius, at that time emperor of 
Rome, shook the firmness of Pilate, and deter- 
mined him to subject the innocent Saviour to a 

• John xix. 4 — 8* + John xix. 9 — 11. 

t John xix. 12. 
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regular trial. The Roman governor having 
sat down oq his tribunal, Jesus and his accusers 
are placed before him. Here he was falstly ac- 
cused of sedition, of forbidding to pay tribute 
to Ctesar, and of the ambition of making him- 
self a king. Though the Saviour on this occa- 
sion, in answer to a question put by the gover- 
nor, confessed that he was a king, though not 
in the sense his enemies charged against him, 
yet he preserved silence in reference to the many 
things they witnessed against him, " insomuch 
that the govornor marvelled greatly." * Again 
Pilate for the fourth time declared that he 
found no fault in Jesus, and interceded for his 
release in vain. His enemies became more 
fierce, saying. He stirreth up the people, teach- 
ing throughout all Jewry, beginning from 
Galilee, to this place." J: The mention of Ga- 
lilee, which was in the jurisdiction of Herod, 
who happened at that time to be in Jerusalem, 
suggested to Pilate the means of reUeving him- 
self from any further interference in this per- 
plexing and painful matter; he therefore at 
once sent the Saviour as a prisoner to be tried 

' Blatt. xivii. 11— H; Mflrkiv,a~5; Luke ivlii. 
3, 3. 

t Luke ssiii, 4, 5. 
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• by Herod. Herod had he&rd many things of 
Jesus, had long been desirous to see hira, and 
hoped to have his curiosity gratified by Jesus 
working some miracle before him. To the 
questions of Herod, the Saviour gave no an- 
swer. Here also, " the chief priests and scribes 
stood and vehemently accused him. And 
Herod with his men of war set him at nought 
and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gor- 
geous robe, and sent him again to Pilate."* 
Again Jesus is placed before Pilate's judgment- 
seat, who said to tlie Jews, probably ironically, 
" Behold your king! But they cried. Away 
with him, away with him ; crucify him ! Pilate 
saith unto them. Shall I crucify your king? 
The chief priesta answered. We have no king 
but Ctesar." "I- Again, for the fifth time, Pilate 
declaring the innocence of the Saviour, inter- 
ceded for his release, saying, " I will scourge 
him, and release him." | He repeated the at- 
tempt to release him a sixth and a seventh 
time, but in vain.^ "When Pilate saw that he 
could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult 



• Lukexiiii. S— 11. 
i Lute ssiii 13—1(1. 
§ Matt, sivii. 15, 18, 20; Mar 
ixiii. 17—19 ; Matt, sxvii. 19, 20 



t John s 



PASSION WSEK. 



67 



was made, he took water and washed liis hands 
before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of 
the blood of this just person ; see ye to it. 
Then answered all the people, and said. His 
blood be on us and on our children !" thus im- 
precating upon themselves and their posterity 
that fearful curse which has ever since rested 
upon their nation. Pilate now unrighteously 
condemned Jesus^ Barabbas, as the Jews had 
desired, is released unto them ; Jesus is again 
mocked and scourged, and with cruel haste led 
away to be crucified.* 

Hard indeed must be that heart which is not 
deeply affected on hearing or reading these 
touching details of the trial and condemnation 
of the Saviour. Here we see the truth of 
ancient prophecy, " He is despised and rejected 
of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. "■[■ How affecting that a murderer should 
be preferred to him who " came not to destroy 
men's lives, but to save !" — that in his season of 
trial, he should be abandoned by all his dis~ 
ciples, yea, that thrice in the judgment hall, one 
who had professed the greatest love and fidelity 
to him, should deny him ! " He is brought as 
* Matt. xKvii. 27, 32; Mark xv. IG— SO. 
t- Is. liii, 3. 
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a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth."* We see the truth of this in the 
marvellous silence of Christ before his accusers. 
How easily might he who ** spake as never man 
spake,'' have exposed the folly and wickedness 
of the false charges brought against him, and 
covered his accusers with confusion ; but he 
kept silence, for he knew that the hour, was 
come, and he was fully and joyfully prepared 
to ** give his life a ransom for many." Blessed 
Saviour, help us to remember thy sufferings, 
and that love of thine to a guilty world which 
carried thee cheerfully and triumphantly 
through them all. Help us to remember all this, 
that with thine holy apostle St. Paul, we may 
feel thy love constraining us, " that we which 
live should not henceforth live unto ourselves, 
but unto thee who died for us, and rose again.^'-f- 
* Isa. liii. 7. t 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 
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WEDNESDAY BEFORE EASTER. 



The Collect 



(C 



Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender 
love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer 
death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow 
the example of his great humility ; mercifully grant, 
that we may both follow the example of his patience, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection : through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen" 



The Epistle. 

Heb. ix. 16 — ^28. " Where a testament is, there must 
also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a 
testament is of force after men are dead : otherwise it 
is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. 
Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated 
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without blood. For when Moses had spoken every 
precept to all the people according to the law^ he took 
the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and 
scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book 
and all the people, saying, This is the blood of the 
testament which God hath enjoined unto you. More- 
over he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, 
and all the vessels of the ministry. And almost 
all things are by the law purged with blood : and with- 
out shedding of blood is no remission. It was there- 
fore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens 
should be purified with these ; but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than these. For 
Christ is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true: but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
for us. Nor yet that he should ofier himself often^ as 
the high priest entereth into the holy place every year 
with blood of others ; for then must he often have suf- 
fered since the foundation of the world : but now once 
in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment ; so 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many : and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation." 

It is importaDt to remark Id the lessons of 
holy Scripture which are appointed for this 
week, how carefully the .church preserves that 
all-important and interesting connexion, *' of 
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the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that 
should follow."* Thus, while in the gospels 
the affecting details of the Saviour's sufferings 
are brought before us ; in the epistles the grand 
designs to be answered by those sufferings, and 
the invaluable benefits which we derive from 
them, are presented to our contemplations with 
equal clearness. We have an instance of the 
latter in the epistle for this day. 

The frequent reference under the Old Testa- 
ment, to the shedding and sprinkling of sacri- 
ficial blood, was intended by God to teach the 
Jews the important lesson, "that without 
shedding of blood, there is no remisaion," The 
various sacrifices which bled on the Jewish 
altar, and the sprinkling of blood, enjoined on 
so many occasions, are inexplicable, unless con- 
sidered in their symbolical and typical reference 
to the death of Christ, by whose precious 
blood alone, atonement has been made for our 
sins, by which alone we can be cleansed from 
all our moral pollutions, and made " meet " for 
eternal blessedness. How valuable, considered 
in this point of view, are the statements and al- 
lusions of the apostle in this portion of holy 
Scripture. Here we are led to meditate 
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important design of the Saviour's death : on 
his appearance as our great High Priest in 
heaven on our behalf: and on his second coming 
fully to accomplish his great designs of mercy 
towards us. 

One great design of the death of the Sa- 
viour, was to ratify and confirm the covenant of 
gospel grace and all its blessings to believers. 
Much perplexity has been felt by some, on the 
ground of the original term (hadriKri) being here 
rendered, *' testament,*' which in other places 
is rendered, " covenant," The reason is ob- 
vious : the apostle argues from the nature and 
use of a will or testament among men. Cove- 
nants, anciently and especially among the Jews, 
were confirmed by the death of an animal and 
the sprinkling of its blood. Thus God^s cove- 
nant with the Jews at Sinai, to which the apos- 
tle alludes in this scripture was confirmed.* 
We have a clear illusion to this ancient mode 
of confirming covenants in the following words 
of Grod : " Gather thy saints together unto me : 
those that have made a covenant with me by 
sacriflce.^'f All this was designed to teach 
us, that it is only by sacrifice, by Christ the 
great sacrifice, from whom all the legal sacri- 
• Ver. 18—20. t Ps. 1. 5. 
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(ice9 derived their value, that we can enter into 
covenant with God, or the blessings of the 
gospel covenant become ours. Atonement by 
his death must be made for the breach of the 
first covenant, before any sinner can be admitted 
into the new covenant of gospel grace, to par- 
take of its blessings and hopes. How im- 
portant then, and how consoling is this view of 
the deatli of Christ, not only, " for the re- 
demption of the transgressions that were under 
the first covenant;''* but also, as that which 
ratified and confirmed the new covenant of gos- 
pel grace and all its promises to all believers ! 
What love and gratitude are due from us to the 
Saviour, in shedding his most precious blood, 
to make these blessings sure to us ! The tes- 
tamentary character of the covenant ought to 
endear it to us. The new New Testament is 
as it were the will of our I^ord, sealed by his 
blood, in whicli he freely bequeaths to us all 
the rich blessings of grace and glory, which he 
purchased for us by his death. As in the case 
of a man's will or testament, it is confirmed by 
his death, and from that moment all his lawful 
bequests become irrevocable, and may be 
claimed by the legatees; so here, the gospel 
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covenant and all its blessiDgs are rendered irre- 
vocable by the death of the Saviour, and may 
be claimed by faith and prayer, by all sin- 
cere believers. It is important also to observe 
how the apostle insists on the efficacy of Christ's 
once dying, and of the perfection of his one 
offering, to secure these great ends of his death. 
It was not necessary, as in the case of the typi- 
cal sacrifices, that the offering of Christ should 
be repeated : the repetition of the former was 
rendered necessary, by reason of their imper- 
fection and weakness : the sacrifice of Christ, on 
the contrary, derived such worth and efficacy 
from the infinite dignity of his person, and the 
unspotted holiness of his nature, that his one 
offering availed for the redemption of the 
world. The apostle also here marks a corres- 
pondence in this with a settled law of God as 
affecting all mankind. As since the introduc- 
tion of sin, it is the righteous and settled ap- 
pointment of God, that as the penal consequence 
of sin, every human being must die once, and 
after this must meet the solemnities of judg- 
ment ; so Christ, to deliver us from the curse 
for sin, died once, and but once, thereby offer- 
ing one only sacrifice, bearing away the guilt 
and punishment of the countless multitudes 



who should believe on him, for the salvation of 
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To encourage our faith in the security of the 
blessings of that covenant confirmed by hie 
death, the apostle here directs us to contemplate 
the intercessory appearance of our Lord in hea- 
ven, on our behalf. The allusion to the en- 
trance of the Jewish high priest, into the holy 
of holies, is clear and instructive. Once every 
year, on the great day of atonement, the high 
priest alone entered into the most holy place, 
with the blood of atonement, which he sprinkled 
towards the mercy-seat, and thus interceded 
with God on behalf of the people. The spi- 
ritually-minded believer will see in this much 
to remind him of the Saviour, and to endear 
him to his heart. Having by his one offering 
made full atonement for human guilt ; as our 
Great High Priest, Jesus has entered, " not 
into the holy places made with hands," "but 
into heaven itself," where, on our behalf, he 
presents and pleads the merits of his sacrifice 
before God, what a security have humble 
believers in Christ, of their enjoying here and 
hereafter, the blessings of that " better testa- 
ment," which their Lord ratified by his death, 
" Ver. 27, 28. 
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and for the actual bestowment of which upon 
them, he ever lives to intercede with his Father 
in heaven ! 

As a further ground of assurance the apos- 
tle in this interesting portion of holy Scripture, 
tells us, that our Lord will appear a second 
time fully to complete his purposes of mercy 
towards us. ** Unto them that look for him, 
shall he appear the second time, without sin, 
unto salvation." There appears in these words 
an allusion to the high priest coming out from 
the holy of holies to bless the people who awaited, 
and looked for, his return in the temple when 
the great day of atonement was over. On that 
occasion, we are informed, the high priest ap- 
peared in his costly, golden, priestly garments, 
whereas on other occasions he officiated in the 
plain dress of an ordinary priest. Bearing this 
allusion in our minds, how sublime and inter- 
esting is the idea it conveys of the manner and 
design of our Lord's second coming. Having 
finished his interesting work within the veil, 
our Great High Priest at his second advent 
will appear in all his glory : not then as & sin 
offering, or to be treated as a sinner, or with 
those marks of humiliation which are the con- 
sequences of sin, but as everlastingly victorious 
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over sill and sinners: he will come lo complete 
and to crown the salvation of all his people : 
the work of their redemption, both as it regards 
their bodies and their bouIs, will be finally ac- 
complished ; and they shall enter with him, 
their glorified head, into those everlasting man- 
sions of joy, whicli he hath prepared for them. 
Well, then, may every humble believer rejoice 
in the Great High Priest of his profession, and 
look for, and welcome his second coming; 
saying, "Even so, come Lord Jesua, come 
uickly r 



quiet 

I 



The Gospel. 



Luke Kjii, 1—71. "Now the feast of unleavened 
bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover. And 
the chief priests and scribes sought how they might 
kill him|; for they feared the people. Then entered 
Satan ioto Judas surnamed tscariot, being of the number 
of the twelve. Andhewent his way, and commiined with 
the chief priests and captains, how he might betray him 
unto tiiera. And they were glad, and covenanted to 
give him money. And he promised, and sought op- 
portunity to betray him unto them, in the absence 
the multitude. Then came the day of unleavened 
bread, when the passover must be killed. And ha 
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to the Mount of Olives^ and his disciples also followed 
him. And when he was at the place^ he said unto 
them^ Prajy that ye enter not into temptation. 
And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast^ 
and kneeled down^ and prayed^ sayings Father^ if thou 
be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless, 
not my will, but thine, be done. And there appeared 
an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. 
And being in an agony, he prayed more earnestly : and 
his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground. And when he rose up from 
prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them 
sleeping for sorrow, and said unto them. Why sleep 
ye ? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. And 
while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that 
was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, 
and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. But Jesus 
said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man 
with a kiss ? When they which were about him, saw 
what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we 
smite with the sword ? And one of them smote the 
servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. 
And Jesus answered and said. Suffer ye thus far. And 
he touched his ear, and healed him. Then Jesus said 
unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, and 
the elders, which were come to him. Be ye come out as 
against a thief, with swords and staves ? When I was 
daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no 
hands against me; but this is your hour, and the 
power of darkness. Then took they him, and led him, 
and brought him into the high priest's house. And Peter 
followed afar ofT. And when they had kindled a fire 
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in the midst of the hall, and were set down together, 
Peter sat down among them. But a certain maid be- 
held him, as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked 
upon him, and said. This man was also with him. And 
he denied him, saying. Woman, I know him not. And 
after a little while another saw him, and said. Thou 
art also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not. 
And about the space of one hour after, another confi- 
dently affirmed, saying. Of a truth this fellow also was 
with him ,• for he is a Galilean. And Peter said, Man, 
I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while 
he yet spake, the cock crew. And the Lord turned, 
and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said unto him. Before 
the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And Peter 
went out, and wept bitterly. And the men that held 
Jesus mocked him, and smote him. And when they 
had blindfolded him, they struck him on the face, and 
asked him, saying. Prophesy, who is it that smote 
thee.^ And many other things blasphemously spake 
they against him. And as soon as it was day, the 
elders of the people and the chief priests and the 
scribes, came together, and led him into their council, 
saying. Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said 
unto them. If I tell you, ye will not believe : and if I 
also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go. 
Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right-hand of 
the power of God. Then said they all. Art thou then 
the Son of God ? And he said unto them. Ye say that 
I am. And they said. What need we any further wit- 

E 5 
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ness ? For we* ourselves hare heard of his own 
mouth." * 

How mournful the fact, that, when our Lord 
surrendered himself into tbehandsof his enemies, 
was bound, and led away by them as a prisoner, 
'^ all his disciples forsook him and fled !^ At 
the last supper, he thus addressed them, ^^ Ye 
are they which have continued with me in my 
temptations i'' yet how soon did they, by their 
cowardly desertion of their Lord in the season 
of his last and sorest temptation, forfeit their 
claim to such commendation ! Here we see the 
fulfilment of the ancient prophecy by Zechariah, 
^^ Awake,^^ O sword, against my shepherd, and 
against the man that is my fellow, saith the 
Lord of hosts : smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep shall' be scattered.'' f 

No one of the apostles professed so much 
love or devotedness to the Saviour, as did 
Peter. At the last supper, when Christ de- 

* Rather than break the thread of the affecting nar- 
rative of the trial of the Saviour contained in a former 
gospel^ the mournful history of Peter's fall, which hap- 
pened during that trial, is here introduced. 

+ Zech. xiii. 7; Matt. xxvi. 



PASSION WKEK. SS 

clared generally, " All ye shall be offended be- 
cause of me this night," * Peter said, " Though 
all men shall be offended because of thee, yet 
will I not deny thee." The Saviour seeing him 
thus confident, said, " Simon, Simon, Satan 
hath desired to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat : but I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not." This solenm warning was so far 
from shaking the self-confidence of Peter, that 
he boldly declared, " Lord, I am ready to go 
with thee, both into prison, and to death," Our 
Lord, however, knew Peter's weakness, and 
again more plainly warned him, " I tell thee, 
Peter, the cock shall not crow this clay before 
that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowcst 
me." Happy had it been for the apostle, if 
this solemn warning had made him suspect his 
own strength, and led him to watchfulness and 
prayer. It had not this effect: he vainly 
thought himself invulnerable, and incapable of 
the baseness against which he had been so so- 
lemnly warned. 7'his was the first step to his 
fall. When the Saviour was led away as a 
prisoner to the high priest's palace, Peter, un- 
able wholly to abandon his Master, " followed 
him afar off" Alas, what a falling off is here 
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Is this the apostle who declared his readiness, 
an hour or two before, to go with Jesus both 
into prison and to death? Now he follows 
Christ " afar offT This fact speaks volumes 
as to the state of his mind towards Christ. 
It shows that he still felt love to the Saviour, 
was deeply affected by the mysterious circum- 
stances in which he beheld his Lord, and was 
anxious to see what would be the end of these 
things. There was love to Christ in his heart 
struggling against his unworthy fears. At the 
same time, the distance at which he follows the 
Saviour, shows that his attachment to his Lord 
was in a declining state : but for this, as he had 
professed, he would have gone with Jesus cheer- 
fully to prison and to death, rather than have 
followed him '* afar off." At length Peter 
reached the high priest's palace, and gained ad- 
mittance. While the examination of his Mas- 
ter was going on, and false witnesses, one after 
another, gave their perjured testimony against 
him, Peter was beneath in the palace, among the 
enemies of Christ, warming himself at the fire. 
Here, it is probable, he endeavoured so to con- 
duct himself as to avoid all suspicion of his being 
a disciple of Christ. Better that he had been any 
where, than thus in the company of the enemies 
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of his Lord. The disciple of the Saviour, who 
thus chooses the company of the ungodly, has 
indeed made awful advances towards apostasy ! 
Could Peter in such company be happy? 
Could he hear, without betraying great emo- 
tion, their reproaches of Ills Master? It is 
probable that the uneasiness and eniution he 
discovered excited the suspicions of those 
among whom he was. One of the maids of the 
high priest, looking him in the face, said, 
" Thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth !" 
Peter's courage failed him, and he replied, " I 
know not, neither understand I what thou 
sayest." This Jirst denial of his Lord must 
have made him wretched : " He went out into 
the porcli, and the cock crew."* It might 
have been expected that the crowing of the 
cock would have brought lo his remembrance 
the warning of Christ, and have led him to re- 
pentance. Instead of this, Peter again returns 
to the scene of temptation. Another maid looks 
on him, and said to those that stood by — " This 
fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. And 
again he denied with an oath, I do not km 
the man."-f How awful to hear Peter thus 

^swearing by God, that he knew not Jesus! 

^^^kMark siv. 06—68. + Matt. xxvi. 71, 72. 



What an affecting proof is here of the progress 
of sin, and of its hardening effects upon the 
conscience ! Ahout an hour after, Peter's third 
denial of Christ took place. One who stood by 
looking fixedly upon him, confidently affirmed, 
" This fellow was with him : for he is a Gali- 
lean." On hearing this, " One of the servants 
of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear 
Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the 
garden with him ?" Peter was now more than 
before alarmed : to his other fears is now super- 
added an apprehension lest he should be cited 
to answer the charge of cutting off the servant's 
ear ; " And he began to curse and to swear, 
saying, I know not the man of whom ye 
speak !" * Scarcely had he thus most profanely 
denied his Lord, for the third time, but the 
cock crew ; thus fulfilling the words of Christ, 
" The cock shall not crow twice, till thou hast 
denied me thrice !" How many and fearful 
were the aggravations of Peter's sin ! He fell 
into it, notwithstanding the solemn warnings of 
Christ ; he was guiliy of the repetition of it, 
three times in the space of an hour or two ; — he 
thus denied his Lord in the very hall where he 
^^^ was reproached, falsely accused, and mocked hv^^ 
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" Lord, what is man ?" even the 
best, left to themselves, when once temptation 
ia yielded to, will proceed awful lengths in ini- 
quity. What reason have all to pray, " Lord, 
hold thou me up, and I shall be safe !" 

But we turn our attention to Peter's recovery- 
Here we shall sec abundant reason to admire 
the recovering and pardoning grace of the Sa- 
viour. It does not appear that the second 
crowing of the cock, any more than the first, 
had any effect upon the mind of the fallen 
apostle to awaken him to a senae of his guilt 
and danger. His recovery is to be attributed 
Dolely to the mercy of the Saviour. " The 
Lord turned, and looked upon Peter r Ah, 
what a look ! Who can describe all that was 
expressed by that glance of the Saviour's eye ? 
It rebuked Peter — it spoke to his heart : " Ah, 
Peter, is it come to this ? — what, not know me? 
— is this thy pledged kindness and fidelity to 
thy friend? — what, attempt to confirm thy base 
denial of me with profane curses and oaths ? 
Ah, Peter, how art thou fallen from what thou 
wast, when you declared your firm purpose to 
go with me into prison and to death, rather than 
deny me !" But there was love as well as re- 
buke in that look of Jesus. It assured the 
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fallen apostle of his Lord's pity : it told him, 
that though he had disowned his Lord, his 
Lord had not disowned him. It said, " My 
poor fallen disciple, I will not cast thee off: I 
have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not : I 
forgive thee; I still love thee, and ana now 
going to shed my heart's blood to wash away 
the guilt of thy sin, in having thrice denied 
me!'' Peter's heart is melted and subdued: 
his conscience now resumes its tenderness ; his 
sin stares him in the face : he rushes from the 
scene of his guilt : he goes forth and weeps bit- 
terly : his subsequent zeal and fidelity in his 
Lord's service, and his endurance of a martyr's 
death for his sake, attest that his repentance 
was sincere and accepted. 

We shall lose the benefit of this affecting 
narrative, if we neglect the application of the 
instruction it conveys, to our own hearts. It 
admonishes us to " watch and pray, lest we 
enter into temptation." It exhorts us, " not 
to be high-minded, but to fear." Many, like 
Peter, think it impossible that they should 
ever be guilty of apostasy: " Is thy servant 
a dog, that he should do this thing ?^ Alas ! 
matter of fact proves, that many, in the hour of 
temptation, have fallen a prey to those sins, the 



PASSION WEEK. 89 

anticipation of which once excited their disgust 
and horror. Let us then equally distrust our 
own strength and resolution ; and cry earnestly 
unto God, for restraining and preserving grace. 
Have we, like Peter, proved unfaithful to the 
Saviour ? Have we, by a cowardly silence, or 
an unworthy compromise with the world, vir- 
tually denied the Lord who bought us, when it 
became us boldly to have confessed and suffered 
for him? Let us mourn our guilt; let us 
seek, and not despair of his mercy. Let us 
offer up the prayer used by the ancients ; 
" Gracious Jesus, look on me with those eyes of 
mercy, with which thou didst look on Peter — 
on the sinful woman at the feast — on the thief 
upon the cross; and grant me to weep with 
Peter, to love thee with the woman that was a 
sinner, and with the penitent thief to see thee in 
Paradise !^ 
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THURSDAY BEFORE EASTER. 



The Collect. 

** Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender 
love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer 
death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow 
the example of his great humility ; mercifully grant, 
that we may both follow the example of his patience^ 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. AmenJ' 



The Epistle. 

1 Cor. xi. 17 — 34. *^In this that I declare unto 
you, I praise you not, that ye come together not for 
the better, but for the worse. For first of all, when 
ye come together in the church, I hear that there be 
divisions among you, and I partly believe it. For there 
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must be also hereaies among' you, that they which are 
approved may he made manifest among you. When 
ye come together therefore into one place, this is not 
to eat the Lord's supper. For in eating cvtry one 
taketh before other his own supper; and one is hungry, 
and another is drunVen. What, have ye not houses to 
eat and to drink in ? or despise ye the church of God, 
and shame them that have not ? What shall I say 
to you ? shall I praise you in this ? I praise you not. 
For I have received of the Lord that which also I de- 
livered unto you. That the Lord Jesus, the same night 
in which he was betrayed, took bread ; and when he 
had given thanks, he brake it, and said. Take, eat, this 
is my body, which is broken for you : this do in re- 
membrance of me. j^fter the same manner also he 
took the cup, when he had aupped, saying. This cup 
is the new testament hi my blood : this do ye, as oft 
as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as 
ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lord's death till he come. Wherefore, whosoever 
shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord 
unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. For he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the 
Lord's body. For this cause many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep. For if we would Judge 
ourselveSj we should not be judged. But when we are 
judged, veare chastened of the Lord, that we should 
not becondemaed with the world. Wherefoie, mybre- 
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thren^ when ye come together to eat, tarry one for 
another. And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; 
that ye come not together unto condemnation. And 
the rest will I set in order when I come." 

We are now approaching that season, when, 
as Christians, it is both our duty and our pri- 
vilege, to come to " the holy communion of the 
body and blood of Christ," in obedience to the 
command, and in remembrance of him who 
died for us. The history of the institution 
and design of this blessed sacrament has already 
been considered.* We shall therefore confine 
our attention at present to what the apostle, in 
this portion of sacred Scripture, says of the 
abuse of this holy institution, and of what is 
necessary to a right and profitable attendance 
upon it. 

Many sincere and timid Christians have been 
filled with alarm, and kept back from the holy 
communion, by a misapprehension of the appli- 
cation and meaning of these words of the apos- 
tle : " He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation^ to himself, not 

• Gospel for Monday before Easter. 
T The translators of our version of the Bible have 
most unhappily created much alarm in tender minds 
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discerning the Lord's body."* How ground- 
less this alarm is, will apjjfar from a correct 
view of that particular abuse of the Lord's 
Supper, which the apostle here condemns. 
Shameful irregularities existed in the Corinthian 
church in their celebration of this holy sacra^ 
ment, contrary to the nature and design of its 
institution. The communion of the body and 
blood of Christ was converted into a common 
feast : they ate and drank, not reverently, " dis- 
cerning the Lord's body," and " in remembrance 



liy rendering the Greek term, wprfio, by the word " dam 
nntion." The sense in which the apoBtle employs the 
term, is, that oi Judgment, or ehaaCisement. Tlie Jadg- 
meal to which the particular abuse of the Lord's Sup- 
per,to which he refers, expoi^ed the guilty, is explained 
by the nest verse : " For tliis cause many are weak 
and si'cWj among you, and many sleep." (ver. 30.) 
This view of the tnie meaning of the word receives 
additional confirmation from the 32nd verse : " But 
when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, 
that we should not be condemned with tite world." The 
temporal Judgments by which the horrid abuse of the 
Lord's Supper here referred to, was visited of God, 
assume the character of fatherly chastisements, in- 
flicted for the correction of sin, and the salvition of 
Ihe soul. 
■ Ver. 29, 
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of him,'*— but to gratify their carnal appetites. 
To such a degree did this profanation prevail, 
that the apostle says, ** In eating, every one 
taketh before other his own supper : and one is 
hungry, and another is drunken." This is that 
^* eating and drinking unworthily ^^* to which 
the apostle refers ; and which God punished by 
those temporal judgments and fatherly correc- 
tions, afterwards specified, when he says, " For 
this cause many are weak and sickly among 
you, and many sleep.*" It is clear, then, that 
the ** eating and drinking unworthily^^ relates 
not to the unworthiness of persons that come to 
the Lord's Supper, but to an irreverent and 
unworthy manner of receiving it. How little 
reason, then, have humble Christians to terrify 
themselves with these words of the apostle. If 
with deep contrition for past sins, with an 
earnest desire to honour the Saviour, with a 
firm purpose in God's strength to live to his 
glory, and a humble and lively faith in Christ 
for salvation, they come to this holy sacrament, 
they shall be accepted and blessed. Satan will 
nurture the fear to which we have referred, in 
the minds of humble Christians, to keep them 
from that which was mercifully intended for 
their benefit. Let not, then, the fear of per- 
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sonal unworthineBs keep back the humble Chris- 
tian from the feast of mercy ; rather let the 
merit and worthiness of the Redeemer inspire 
him with joyful confidence; let him say, " I 
will go in the strength of the Lord, making 
mention of his righteousness, and of his only." 
He " in remembrance" of whom this is done, 
wi!I by his infinite merit, and all-prevailing in- 
tercession, render our imperfect obedience ac- 
ceptable to God, and a blessing to our own 
souls. 

How careful ought we to be, to come to this 
blessed feast of redeeming love in a manner 
and spirit suitable to its spiritual nature and 
design, as a memorial of his body broken for us, 
and of his blood shed for us. To come to it in 
a careless or formal manner, without due prepa- 
ration of heart, "not discerning the Lord's 
body," is to dishonour the holy communion, 
and to offend God, One important means of 
preventing this, is here insisted on by the apos- 
tle : " Let a man examine himseif, and so let 
him eat of that bread and drink of that cup." 
Tliis examination should extend to the state 
of our hearts before God, to the course of our 
lives as professed Christians,— to our faith, 
love, and evangelical repentance, — to our know- 
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ledge of divine things, of the Saviour, of the 
spiritual signification of this holy sacrament, 
and of our real motives and intentions in coming 
to it. This examination of ourselves should be 
carried on faithfully, in a spirit of seriousness 
and prayer, comparing ourselves and our mo- 
tives with the holy word of God. " If our own 
heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
towards God." The best of Christians, as the 
result of this self-scrutiny, will see much to 
lament, much to humble him before God, and 
much to urge them to renewed applications to 
the blood of sprinkling, and consequently much 
to endear that Saviour to their souls, whose 
obedience and death for their redemption, it is 
their duty and privilege to commemorate at the 
feast of mercy. With such a consciousness of 
sincerity, and with a humble reliance on the 
merits of the Saviour, with what joy and grati- 
tude may humble believers draw nigh to the 
Lord's table spiritually to eat the body and 
drink the blood of him who died for them. O, 
how refreshing, strengthening, and sanctifying 
to the souls of such, will be the recollections of 
the Saviour, which thus " shewing forth the 
Lord's death," will excite I How great will be 
felt the debt of love, which we owe to him, who 



PASaiOH WKEK. 97- 

loved us and gave himself for us! How will 
holy resolutions against sin and the temptations 
of the world, be thus strengthened and con- 
firmed! Thus to attend the holy communion 
of the body and blood of the Lord, will raise 
our hopes and expectations of that everlasting 
feast in glory, where all the redeemed will be 
admitted to nobler, more intimate, and everlast- 
ing communion with their God and Saviour. 

Hast thou, O blessed Saviour, instituted this 
sacred feast, and commanded us to keep it for 
" a continual remembrance of thy death, to our 
great and endless comfort?" Truly thy com- 
mand is not grievous : thy yoke is easy, and 
thy burthen light. Our treacherous and un- 
grateful hearts arc too prone to forget thee, our 
best friend. Thanks be to thee for such a me- 
morial of thy love, of thy sufferings, to recall 
thee and thy precious benefits to our thoughts. 
Though we, by reason of our sins and infirmi- 
ties, are unworthy to approach thy holy com- 
munion, yet in obedience to thy command, in 
dependence on thy merits, and with a deep sense 
of our obligations to thee, help us to draw near 
to thy holy supper. " We present our bodies a 
living sacrifice, which is our reasonable service. 
We devote, Saviour, the superior powers of 
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our immortal spirits to the contemplatioa of the 
great mystery of godliness, that we may h^ able 
to compirehend with all saints what, is, tfaje 
breadth, and length, and: depth,, and heigbX; 
and toi know thy lore, which passeth knowledge, 
and that we may be filled with all the fuhi^ss 
of God'' * 



The GoapeL 

Luke xxiii. 1—49. " Ajid the whole multitude of 
them arose, and led him unto Pilate. And they began 
to accuse him, saying. We found this fellow perverting 
the nation, and fbrbidding to give tribute to Cssar, 
saying that he himself is Christ a king. And Pilate 
asked him, saying. Art thou the King of the J^ws? 
Ajid he answei;e4 him^ and said. Thou sayeft it; Then 
said Pilate to the chief priests^ and. to. the people, I find 
no fault in this man. And they were the more fierce, 
saying. He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout 
all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. When 
Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were 
a Galilean. And a» soon as he knew that he belonged 
unto Herod's jurisdiction,, he sent him to H^:^d^ Mrho- 
himself also was at Jerusalem at that time. And^when 

♦ Bphfis, iii. 18, 19. 
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Herod saw Jesufly ke whs exceeding glad : for he was 
desirous to 3ee Him of a long season, because he had- 
heard many things of him ; and he hoped to liave seert 
some miracle done by him. Then he questioned with' 
hint' itt maity worda ; but he answered him nothing. 
And the chief priests and scribes stood and Tehemi.'>itl]r 
accused him. And Herod with his men of war set him 
at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gor- 
geous robe, and sent him again to Pilate. And the same' 
day Pilate and H«rnd were made friends together: for 
before they were at enmity between themselves. And 
Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests', 
and the rulerB,.and the people> said unto them. Ye have 
brought this man unto me, as one tjiat perverteth the 
people : and, behold, I, having examined him before 
yon, have found no fault in this man touching those 
things whereof ye accuse him : no, nor yet Ilerod ; 
for I sent you to him ; and, lo, nothing worthy of death 
is done unto him. I will therefore chastise him, and re- 
lease him. For of necessity he must tejcase one unto 
them at the feast. Andtheycriedout all at once, saying. 
Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbau : 
(who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for 
murder, was cast into prison.) Pilate therefore, will- 
ing to release Jesus, spake again to liiem. But they 
cried, saying, Crucify hira, crucily him. And he said 
unto them the third time. Why, what evil hath he done.'' 
I have found no cause of death in him ; I will there, 
fore chastise him, and let him go. And they were in- 
stant with loud voices, requiring that he might be cru- 
cified ; and the voices of them and of the chief priests 
!■ 2 
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prevailed. And Pilate gave sentence that it should 
be as they required. And he released unto them him 
that for sedition and murder was cast into prison, 
whom they had desired ; but he delivered Jesus to their 
will. And as they led him away, they laid hold upon 
one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and 
on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after 
Jesus. And there followed him a great company of 
people, and of women, which also bewailed and la- 
mented him. But Jesus turning unto them said, 
Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep 
for yourselves, and for your children. For behold, the 
days are coming, in the which they shall say. Blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and 
the p^ps which never gave suck. Then shall they 
begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us ; and to the 
hills. Cover us. For if they do these things in a green, 
tree, what shall be done in the dry ? And there were 
also two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to 
death. And when they were come to the place, which 
is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the 
malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on. 
the left. Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them : for 
they know not what they do. And they parted his 
raiment, and cast lots. And the people stood behold- 
ing : and the rulers also with them derided him, say- 
ing. He saved others; let him save himself, if he be 
Christ, the chosen of God. And the soldiers also 
mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, 
and saying. If thou be the King of the Jews, save thy. 
self. And a superscription also was written over him 
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ill letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. And one of the male- 
factors, which were hang-ed, railed on him, eaving. If 
thou be Christ, save thvself and ub. But the other an- 
swering rebuked him, saying. Dost not thou fear God, 
seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we 
indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our 
deeds : but this man hath done notliing amiss. And be 
said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest 
into thy Itingdom. And Jesus said unto him. Verily 1 
say unto thee, To-dav shalt thou be with rae in para- 
dise. And it was about the sijth hour, and thtre wa* 
a darkness over all the earth untU the ninth boar. And 
the sun was darkened, and the vai] of the temple wcf 
rent in the midst. And when Jesus had cried with a 
loud voice, he said. Father, iuto tby hand* I commend 
ray spirit : and having said thus, he gare up the gbott. 
Now when the centurion saw what was done, be glo- 
rified God, saying. Certainly this was a righteoi 
And all the people that came together to that u( 
beholding the things which were done, smote their 
breasts, and returned. And all Ids acquaintance, and 
the women that followed him from Galilee, stood afar 
off, beholding these things." 
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We have aow to follow our ble»!ted IxtrJ (a> I 
Calvary, where they crucified him. How would' I 
his enemies, who had been so clamoroui tor h 
death, rejoice that their cruel di;«gtis were I 
about to be consummated.' The »tverify of| 
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human lairs ifl inflicting capital puniBhtnents on 
the guilty, is, to a certain extent, tempered 
wit^i mercy. As it is not in the power of man 
tp give life, it is just and merciful tliat there 
sbpuld be iiu indecent haste in taking it away. 
Hence aome delay in the execution of the £a.tai 
■eotence :— time is allowed to the cuntlenKied 
to prepare for the last awful passage from time 
to eternity. Tiberius, the Unman eniperor, 
under whom Pilate, who condemned Christ, 
held the government of Judea, is said to have 
commanded that ten days sliould elapse between 
the sentence, and the execution of a criminal. 
But in the case of the Saviour, all decency and 
law were outraged : no sooner Is he condemned, 
than he is hurried away to the place of execu- 
tiim I Time he needed not, to prepare for 
death and an eternal world : be was the Lamb 
of God without blemish : he was fully prepared 
to offi?r up himself a sacrifice for the sin of the 
world : he traversed cheerfully this his last 
weary journey on earth, for he knew that the 
ignominy of the croes was the appointed way to 
ihe glory whicJi he bad with the Father before 
the world was. 

Having mocked him, his enemies took off the 
purple robe from him, and put his own raiment- 
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npoii him: tb^ iiowever leave the crown of 
thornB upon his head, as that pierced his sscred 
tennpies, and by the pain it must have occa- 
sioned the Saviour, gratified their malice. Ac- 
cording to the custom of compelling criminals 
to carry their cross to the place of execution» 
Jesus was compelled to bear his. Who, on 
reading this, is not reminded of the touching 
fact of Isaac carrying up the mount, the wood 
on which he was to be made a burnt offering ! * 
In Christ carrying his cross, we have the reality 
of what was thea exhibited in type. Shall we 
then murmur, or hesitate, when called to do so 
to take up the cross, and bear it clieerfuJly after 
him, who bore the heavy and ignominious cross 
for us ? With Christ were led forth two noto* 
rious malefactors, to be crucified with him. 
Though this was doubtless intended as a further 
indignity to him, his enemies unintentional! v 
thus fulfilled the ancient prophecy, " And he 
was numbered with the transgressors," f Thus, 
also, an opportunity was given, though the 
Jews meant it not so, for the manifestation of 
the power and riches of his grace, in dying mo- 
ments, in the conversion and glorification of the 
penitent thief. 

* G™, xxii. 6. + Isaiah lUi. 12. 
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As the procession moved on towards the 
mount of crucifixion, Jesus, faint through the 
Joss of blood, sore with the lashes and bruises 
he had received when they st-ourged him, and 
fatigued with the burthen of his cross, was un- 
able to proceed with the quickness they desired- 
Not, therefore, from a feeling of pity for him, 
hut from an impatience of delay in gratifying 
jtheir cruelty, they compel one Simon, an Afri- 
can, who happened to pass that way, to bear 
the cross, at least a part of it, after Jesus. 
Hadst tliou done this out of choice, which 
thou didst out of constraint, how should I have 
envied thee, Simon of Cyrene: as too happy 
the honour to be the first roan, that bore that 
)ss of tliy Saviour, wherein millions of blessed 
martyrs have, since that rime, been ambitious 
to succeed thee ! TIius to bear thy cross for 
thee, O Saviour, was more than to wear a crown 
from thee. Could I be worthy to be thus 
graced by thee, I should pity all other glories."* 
[ The sad spectacle of the Saviour thus ad- 

I vancing towards Calvary, though matter of tri- 

I umph to most, awakened compassion in the 

I breasts of some. " There followed him a great 

^^^^ company of people, and of wowien, who bewaili 
^^^Mm X. h.'r. ■ Bishu}) Hall. 
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him.'" Among these were, no doubt, some on 
whom, or on whose friends, Christ had wrought 
his astonishing miracles of power and mercy. 
How would they lament to see their benefactor 
led forth to a cruel and shameful death ! 
Among those who thus bewailed and lamented 
Christ, the women were most prominent. The 
women here mentioned were not those who had 
followed our Lord from Galilee, but were, as 
here described, " daughters of Jerusalem.'' 
Providence has endowed females with an exqui- 
site sense of moral excellence, and with a greater 
susceptibility of the tender affections. Whe- 
ther these lamentations proceeded from real love 
to Christ, or were the expressions of mere na- 
tural feeling, excited by the sad spectacle of 
suffering then before them, we are not informed ; 
though the latter appears the most probable 
The reading or hearing the recital of a Saviour's 
sufferings often excites the tender and natural 
affections of many, who, notwithstanding, con- 
tinue strangers to spiritual and devout affec- 
tions. It is possible to bewail and lament a suf- 
fering Saviour, and yet not to believe in him, 
or to give him the supreme love of our hearts. 
How important is it, then, to distinguish 
tween natural and spiritual affections in relt- 
F 5 
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gion ! If, wlien the sorrows of the Redeemer 
awaken our pricf, we are led to bewail and 
hate tliose sins of ours which caused his uii- 
titterable agonies, it is an evidence of a re- 
newed heart and of love to the Saviour, and 
is therefore " a toteii for good." 

Tile language which our lord addressed to 
these mourning women shows, that evMi at 
that time his thoughts were more taJcen up 
with the calamities which were coming upon 
flthers, than with his own sufferings. " Daugh- 
ters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep 
for yourselves and for your children." He fore- 
saw, and foretold, the awful judgments which 
were coming upon their nation as the punish- 
ment of their sin in rejecting and putting him 
to death. There were present to his view the 
fearful overthrow of their city ami nation, with 
all its attendant horrors. As all this happened 
irithin thirty-seven years from the t^ruc;ifixion, 
many of those women wlio bewailed him, and 
their children, would witness, and share in these 
I awful calamities. But we may apply this to 

L ourselves. " We must not be affected with 

I the death of Christ as with the death of a 

^^^^ common person whose calamity we pity, or of 
^^^H a common friend whom we are like to part with : 
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the death of Chriet was a thing peculiar— it wm 
his victory and triumph over his enemies— it 
was our deliverance, and the purchase of eternal 
life for us. And, therefore, weep not for him, 
but let us weep for our own sins, and the sin* 
of our children, that were the cause of hie 
death : and weep for fear (such are the tears 
here described) of the miseries we shall bring 
upon ourselves, if we slight his love and reject 
his grace, as the Jewish nation did, whicl) 
brought upon tliem the ruin here foretold."* 

At length the mournful procession reachei 
Calvary. What a scene is here presented to 
our contemplation ! Now, is to be ofiered up 
that great sacrifice for humtin guilt, to which 
the counsels of eternity, and the revelations of 
God to the diurch for four thousand years, 
had pointed ! Now, is to bleed " the Lamb 
of God," the merit of whose death is the only 
hope of a fallen world, and will be the burthen 
of the unceasing and joyous songs of eternity I 
With what intensity of feeling should we draw 
near, and behold this great sight ! 
custom with the Jews togivea|Mrtior 
wine, or wine mingled with myrrli or incensB) 
to criminals before they suffered, to intoxicate 
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f.and stupifj them. This custom is supposed to 
, have had its origin in the direction of Solomon, 
' give strong drink to him that is ready to 
perish." * St. Matthew tells us, that the potion 
I offered to the Saviour was " vinegar and gall.^-f 
This shows the malice of his enemies : they 
I would render the last potion of the dying Sa- 
I viour as nauseous and bitter as possible. This 
I Jesus tasted, thereby fulfilling the ancient pro- 
phecy : " They gave me also gali for my 
meat j and in my thirst they gave me vinegar 
to drink." J Having refused this nauseous 
potion, they gave him the usual draught, 
" wine mingled with myrrh." § As the eifect 
of this was to stupify the sufferer, and to render 
him leas susceptible of pain, Christ " received 
it not." He cheerfully tasted the wormwood 
and the gall for our sins, but he firmly rejects 
every thing like an opiate to lessen his 
sense of pain, because he designed to give his 
whole soul, with all ils powers in fiiil exercise, 
to bear the penalty due to our sins. Now, the 
holy Jesus must be fastened to the cross. Ac- 
cording to the custom, they strip him naked ; 
place, and stretch his sacred body on the cross ; 
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and then drive through his hands, and probably 
his feet also, spikes or nails large enough to bear 
the weight of his body. The cross to which 
the hol^ victim was thus nailed, was then raised 
and let slip into the hole of the earth prepared 
for it ; and thus was Jesus lifted up and ex- 
hibited as the great sacrifice for sin, " a specta- 
cle to angels and to men." 

But what was the spirit and conduct of the 
Saviour while enduring all this cruelty F It 
was while they were nailing hitn to the cross 
he offered up the sublime and benevolent prayer 
for his executioners, " Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do T' Thus he show- 
ed, that in his holy soul there was no angry or 
vindictive feeling towards them ; he felt only 
pity at the ignorance and malice of those from 
whom he received no pity. Instead of invoking 
vengeance from heaven to destroy them, he im- 
plores mercy and forgiveness for them ! This 
prayer of the Redeemer for his enemies was not 
offered in vain. We see the fruits of this 
prayer in the conversion of multitudes of 
Je«B under (lie preaching of the apostle. We 
see it in the wonderful preservation of the , 
Jews up to the present time. But the glorious 
results of this prayer of Christ will he more 
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fiilly manifested in the future rsstoration and 
conversion of the Jewish nation, when God 
will cleanse them from tlie sin of hlood.^uilti- 
ncBs;* and they shall "look upon him whom 
feey pierced, and mourn," and find mercy.-f- 

The prayer of tlic BofFtTing Saviour for his 
enemies is a delightful and instructive exhibi- 
tion of the spirit which Christiaidty inculcates, 
and which all who embrace it should manifest. 
The religion of Christ is a rdigion of love : it 
inculcates, on the strongest of all motives, uni- 
versal love and forgiveness, and wherever it 
prevails it banishes the malignant passions. 
What a contrast, in this, does the religion of the 
Saviour present to paganism ! The most cele- 
brated moralists of pagan Greece and Rome 
taught the lawfulness of revenge r to resMit, 
and to revenge an injury, was regarded as a 
Tfirtue .' The picture which an inspired apostle 
has drawn of a pagan ^ate is as true as it is 
affecting, " serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
Uving in malice -and envy, hatefui, and hating 
ene another." % Alas, that there should be su 
much of this among those who bear the Chris- 
tian name ! Oh that we could witness in the 

" Joel iii, ai. + Zi'fli. x 
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disciples of Christ, more of the forgiving spirit 
of their Lord and master ! How few have at- 
tained to that standard of Christian excellency 
proposed by Christ himself, and exemplified so 
fully in his own conduct, " Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, pray for theai that despitefully use 
you and persecute you." * Do we find it hard 
to forgive and pray for those who injure us ? 
Let us look to our dying Lord, Never any 
had such unreasonable and malignant enemies 
as he had ; they requited his great kindness 
with the foulest ingratitude — they injured him 
in his good name — they condemned him to be 
crucified ; and yet while they were in the very 
act of shedding his blood, he forgives them, and 
beseeches his Father to forgive them ! Can we, 
then, retire from the foot of his cross clierish- 
iag in our bosoms vindictive feelings, which 
never found a lodgment in the sanctuary of his 
holy soul? If so, it proves that we have not 
in us the mind of Christ ; and, " if any man 
have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his."t 
* Matt. V. 4*. -| Kom, viii. 9. 
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The Collects. 
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Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to be- 
hold this thy family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ 
was contented to be betrayed, and given up into the 
hands of wicked men, and to sufier death upon the 
cross, who now liveth and reigneth with thee, and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen." 

" Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit 
the whole body of the church is governed and sancti- 
fied ; receive our supplications and prayers, which we 
offer before thee for all estates of men in thy hoiy 
church, that every member of the same, in his voca- 
tion and ministry, may truly and godly serve thee ; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen" 

'^ O merciful God, who hast made all men, and 
hatest nothing that thou hast made, nor wouldest the 
death of a sinner, but rather that he should be con- 
verted and live : have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, 
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ijifidels, and heretics ; and take from them all igno- 
rance, hardness of heart, and contempt of thy word ; 
and ao fetch them home, blessed Lord, to thy flock, 
that they may he saved among the remnant of the true 
iBraeliteflj and be made one fold under one Shepherd, 
Jeaus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigtieth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 






The Epistle. 



Heb. X. t— 25. — "The law having a shadow of good 
things to come, and not the very image of the things, 
can never with those sacrifices, which they offered 
year by year continually, make the comers thereunto 
perfect : for then would they not have ceased to be 
offered? because that the worshippers once purged 
should bare had no more conscience of sins. But in 
those sacrifices there is a remembrance agaiii made of 
sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats should take away sins. Where- 
fore, when he cometh into the world, he saith. Sacrifice 
and offering thou wouldest not, but a body haat thou 
prepared me : in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin, 
thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, 1 come 
(in the volume of the book it is written of me) to do 
thy will, O God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and 
oflering, and burnt offerings and offering for sin, thou 
wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therehi ,' which 
are olfered by the law ; tlieit said he, Lo, [ come to do 
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thy wriU? O t>oA. 0e taketh away the ^rst^ that he may 
estAblii^ the seacmd. 8y the which will w« tire sane 
txQed, through the oifenng of the body of JeErus ■Cbriert 
once ibr adl. And every prie^ standetii dsoly msmster- 
ing, and -offenng oftentimes the same vacrifioes, whidi 
can never take away sins. BiiA this mFan^ «fter he htL& 
efffered JMie sacrifice 'kfr sin^ for ever sat down ^m t^ 
right hand of God; from henceforth expecting tMt hk 
enemies be made his footstool. For by one offering he 
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
Whereof the Holy Ghost also is -a witness to us ; for 
after that he had said before^ This is the covenant that 
I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, 
I will put my laws into their bearts, and in their minds 
will I write them ; and their sins and iniquities wiQ I 
remember no more. Now where remission of these is, 
there is no more offering for sin. Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 'blood 
of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath con- 
secrated for us, through the vail, that is to say, his 
flesh; and haviiig an high priest over the house of 
God ; let us draw near with a true hearty in full as- 
surance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 
water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering ; (for he is faithful that promised ;) 
and let us consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works : not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is ; but ex- 
horting one another : and so much the more, as ye see 
the day approaching." 
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It has been truly remarked, that " tlie na- 
tural world tnigUt as well be without the sun, 
as the {^iirch of Christ without the Epistle to 
the Hebrews." Without this di^Hnely inspired 
interpretation of the various rites and sacrifices 
of the Levitical dispensation, how little should 
we have been able to comprehend of the wisdom 
and design of God in their institution .' Consi- 
dered in this light, how important and valuable 
is that portion of holy Scripture, on which we 
are now to meditate ! Here we are invited to 
i«ntempla(e the shadows of the law, and the 
realities of the gospel:— the one characteristic 
of a dispensation, which, having answered the 
purposes of its institution, hath passed away j 
the other characterising a dispensation, the glo- 
ries of which are continually developing them- 
selves, and which abideth for ever.* 

The apostle here assumes that fundamental 
truth on which he had before insisted, " With- 
out shedding of blood, there is no remission." 
This great truth was constantly brought bef<H.-e 
the eyes of the Jews, by the institution of sacri- 
iicea. The fact of bringing an innocent aniratU 
to the altar, of putting it to death, and offering 
it to God as an atonement for the eins of tli 
' Ver. D. 
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, people, proclaimed, in language which could 
not be misunderstood, that the sinner deserved 
to die, and that atonement for sin was necessary 
in order lo its remission. Thu substitution of 
an innocent victim in the stead of the sinner was 
intended to lead the thoughts and deEtires of the 
Jewish worshipper to the great atoning sacrifice 
of the Redeemer, which alone had efficacy to 
take away sin, to secure acceptance with God, 
and impart solid and abiding peace to the sin- 
ner's conscience. For this reason the apostk- 
contends that the Levitical sacrifices possessed 
no inherent efficacy to cancel guilt or shelter 
the ofTender from its puDishmeot ; but that 
they, according to the appointment of God, 
were the mere shadows or types of the sacrifice 
of Christ which alone taketh away sin. Let us 
cherish gratitude of heart to God that our lot 
is not cast amidst the shadows of the law : but 
that, instead of this, we are privileged to enjoy 
the realities of the gospel. It is ours to possess 
those good things which were the objects of 
faith and expectation to old testament believers. 
If, privileged as we are with greater advan- 
tages, we are found to neglect the improve- 
ment of them, our condemnation and punish- 
ment will be far greater than that of those, who 
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were Ibsb favoured in these respects than otir- 

Let us, then, in order to awaken our gra- 
titude, meditate upon the great and merciful 
provision of God for our salvation, as revealed 
to us in this interesting portion of sacred Scrip- 
lure. Here at once our thoughts are directed 
to that Saviour who gave himself a spotless sa- 
crifice to God for us. How astonishing the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ in his voluntary 
undertaking for us before his incarnation ! From 
the throne of his glorj he heheld our fallen race 
under the curse of the violated law, and ex- 
posed to everlasting perdition. He saw that a 
nobler sacrifice than those which bled on the 
Jewish altar was necessary to take away sin \ 
he resolves, therefore, himself to become the 
victim. "Lo! I come, in the volume of the 
book it 19 written of nie, to do thy will, O 
God r It was as if the Saviour who dwelt 
from all eternity in the bosom of the Father, 
had said — " I see a world of sinners under the 
curse of the broken law, and exposed to thy 
righteous and everlasting wrath ; vain is the 
help of men or angels to reach their case : — 
deliver them from going down to the pit, I 
have found a ransom for them ; I myself will 
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become the ransom ; I will cheerfully i 
that humanity which thou wilt prepare for me, 
free from sin, and capable of sufferiog. In 
that very nature in which thy law has been 
broken and dishonoured, I will fulfil and mag- 
nify it. Behold, O God of righteousness, here 
I am, the sinner's surety : take the satisfacUou 
thy justice demands for human guilt, from me : 
I freely put myself in the sinner's stead, I will 
bear his guilt, I will make my soul an offering 
for his ain; thus will I delight to glorify all 
the attributes of Godhead, and save from guilC, 
and raise to glory everlasting, unnumbered my- 
riads of the human race." What astonishing 
love was this ! Well may we rouse all the 
nobler powers of our souls to contemplate and 
admire it ! There was no obligation binding 
the Saviour thus to undertake for ua, but that 
which his own sovereign love and pity brought 
him under. " Scarcely for a righteous man' 
will one die : yet peradventure for a good man 
some would even dare to die. But God com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that while tcf 
were yet sinners, Chiisi died for us ,'"* 

How delightful and consoling is it, to con- 
template the all- sufficiency and infinite efficacy 
■ Rom. v. 7, 8. 
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of Cbrist's obedience and dcatb for us, as 
stated and illustrated by the apostle in tbis' 
portion of holy Scripture ! Tlie Jewish high 
priest had often to repeat the aacrificea of ex- 
piation ordained under the law : this repetition 
of them at stated seasons proclaimed their weab- 
nese and inefficacy. It was far otherwise with 
the sacrifice of Christ: " This man, after he 
had offered one sacrifice for siiis, for ever sat 
down on the right hand of God." Such wa» 
the infinite dignity of Christ's person and 
worth, of his sacrifice, tliat it needs no repeti- 
tion ; this sacrifice once oflered is sufficient for 
the redemption of a guilty world. What homd 
blasphemy, then, is the Church of Rome ggQty 
oi, in teaching that in the mass is daiiyi 
offered to God a propiHalary aaorifice for siny, 
both for the living and the dead! Let ua re- 
ioioe, and by feitli rely on the one offering of 
Christ, as that alone which can entitle na to 
the remission of all our sins, impart solid peace 
to our trembling consciences, and secure onr. 
present and final acceptance with God. Oh,, 
what a security have we of the acceptance ofi 
the Redeemer's sacrifice for us, and of i 
tification and final glorification through its effi- 
cacy and merit, in his glorious exaltation at the 
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right hand of God. With what joy and tri- 
umph should we raise our thoughts and affec- 
tions to him who died for iis, as now a priest on 
his heavenly throne, where "he must reign till 
all hia enemies he made his footstool." The glo- 
rious life of Christ in heaven is the life of our 
faith, and the sure pledge of everlasting life 
to all who love him. " Because I live," says 
the Saviour, " ye shall live also." " If while 
we were enemies," says the apostle, " we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, munh 
more being reconciled we shall be saved by his 
Ufer* 

Such views as these of the work of Christ 
for us, are adapted most powerfully to encou- 
rage us in all our approaches unto God. It 
is our duty and privilege as Christians to 
" draiv near"" unto God, as our reconciled 
God and Father in Christ. We enjoy the 
fuller exoi-cise of this great privilege under the 
gospel, than believers did under the law. The 
Jewish worshipper, under the painful conscious- 
ness of the insufficiency of the sacrifices offered 
for sin, felt the discouraging influence of a 
spirit of bondage. Now, though conscious of 
great personal un worthiness, we may, 
• Rom. V. 10. 
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name of Christ and in humble reliance on his 
all-perfect atonement, draw nigh to God with 
filial confidence, and assured hope of acceptance 
for Christ's sake. How concerned, then, should 
we be in every act of devotion, whether private 
or public, to realize this nearness to God. 
The various exercises of devotion will only 
be profitable to our own souls, and ac- 
ceptable to God, when they are prized and pur- 
sued by us, as means to this great end of se- 
curing holy communion with God. Thus, 
shall we realize what it was the happiness of 
David to experience, when he said, " It is 
good for me to draw near unto God." This 
access to God must be " with true hearts. \ 
The offerings which the Jewish worshippers 
were required to present to God, were to be 
" without blemish.*" The sacrifice which God 
now requires of us is a ** true heart ;" a heart 
right with him, free from hypocrisy, and all 
secret and allowed wickedness. " If," said 
David, " I regard iniquity iii my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me.**' If the heart be not sincere, 
every act of devotion, however fair to the out- 
ward eye, will be an abomination to the Lord.* 
How important, then, is it, to search and try our 

• Ezek. xiv. 3, 4. 
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hearts, and to pray fervently to God, to " create in 
us clean hearts.''* We must draw near, ** in 
full assurance of faithJ" Let not the humble 
Christian mistake this for the full assurance of 
personal salvation, which on account of the 
deep sense he has of bis guilt and un worthiness, 
is, with him, matter of fear and trembling. 
What the apostle here intends is the full as- 
surance of the efficacy of Christ's atoning sacri- 
fice, and of God's readiness to receive and bless 
all who come to him as penitents, in the name 
of his dear Son : for though we have much 
reason for fear and trembling on account of our 
own sinfulness, we have no reason for doubt or 
fear as to the sufficiency of the Saviour's merits, 
or of God's willingness to pardon us, if we seek 
his mercy, through Christ Jesus. It is neces- 
sary also to our acceptance, that we approach 
God, " having our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience^ and our bodies washed with 
pure water,*' The various sprinklings with 
sacrificial blood, and ablutions of the body with 
water, ordained under the law, to which the 
apostle here alludes, were intended to show the 
sanctity which God required in all who wor- 
shipped him. We are thus taught the neces- 

♦ Ps. li. 10. 
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sity of being washed from our moral pollutions 
** in the blood of the Lamb,'' and of our being 
sanctified in heart and life by the Holy Spirit ; 
without which we cannot be accepted of God, 
or admitted into the kingdom of heaven. 
*' Blessed," said our Lord, *' are the pure in 
heart ; for they," and they alone, ** shall see 
God."* Oh, what need have we, seeing we 
daily contract fresh pollution, to renew our ap- 
plications to " the blood of sprinkling," and to 
cry constantly unto God for the sanctifying 
grace of his Holy Spirit ! Blessed be God, 
that the way of access to, and acceptance with 
him, is now so clearly revealed to us in the 
gospel. We may now draw near, " by a new 
and living way which Christ hath consecrated 
for us through the vail, that is to say, his 
flesh." The rending of the vail of the temple 
which concealed the Holy of holies, when 
Christ died, shows us, that the way to heaven, 
which was not so fully manifested under the 
law,t is now opened to all the world, by the 
rending of the Saviour's flesh in his death on 
the cross. We have not now to come to God 
by the old way of sacrificial rites, but by 
Christ himself, the " new and living way.* 
♦ Matt v $, t Heb. ix. ft. 

6 2 
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" I am," says Jesus, ** the way^ the truth, and 
the life ; no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me." The blood of Christ never loses its 
efficacy ; it is as efficacious now as when it first 
flowed warm from his bleeding heart on Calvary. 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved,^ is the way of access to God, 
*' new and living now, as it was in that moment 
when the Redeemer presented himself a spot- 
less and glorious sacrifice to God for us on the 
cross. How should it strengthen and animate 
our faith, in thus drawing nigh to God, to re- 
member that Jesus, who opened the way for us 
by his death as the great " High Priest over 
the house of God," " ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for all who come to God, by him.*" * 
Let then our faith be fixed on him as our advo- 
cate and intercessor within the vail : he still is 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; 
feels the most lively interest in our welfare; and 
is waiting to present our supplications before 
the throne.t With such an advocate before 
the throne, what have we to fear ? His merits 
will secure the acceptance of our imperfect 
services and prayers, and more than counter- 
balance all our guilt and unworthiness. 

* Heb. vii. 25. t Rev. viii. 3. 
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The Gospel. 

John xix. 1 — ^37. " Then Pilate therefore took 
Jesus^ and scourged him. And the soldiers platted a 
crown of thorns, and put it on his head^ and they put 
on him a purple robe, and said, Hail, King of the 
Jews ! and they smote him with their hands. Pilate 
therefore went forth again, and saith unto them. Be- 
hold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that 
I find no fault in him. Then came Jesus forth, wear- 
ing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And 
Pilate saith unto them. Behold the man ! When the 
chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried 
out, saying. Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith 
unto them. Take ye him, and crucify him : for I find 
no fault in him. The Jews answered him. We have a 
law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made 
himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard 
that saying, he was the more afraid ; and went again 
into the judgment-hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence 
art thou ? But Jesus gave him no answer. Then 
saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? 
knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, 
and have power to release thee.^ Jesus answered. 
Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except 
it were given thee from above : therefore he that deli- 
vered me unto thee hath the greater sin. And from 
thenceforth Pilate sought to release him : but the Jews 
cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not 
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Csesar's friend: f^hosoever maketh himself a king, 
speaketh against Cssar. Wlien Pilate therefore heard 
that sayings he brought Jesus forth^ and sat down in 
the judgment-seat, in a place that is called the Pave, 
ment, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it was the 
preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour : 
and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King ! But 
they cried out. Away with him, away with him, cru- 
cify him. Pilate saith unto them. Shall I crucify your 
King ? The chief priests answered. We have no king 
but Cssar. Then delivered he him therefore unto 
them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led 
him away. And he bearing his cross went forth into 
a place called the place of a skull, which is called in 
the Hebrew, Golgotha : where they crucified him, and 
two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in 
the midst. And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the 
cross. And the writmg was, JESUS OF NAZA- 
RETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. This title 
then read many of the Jews: for the place where 
Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city : and it was 
written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. Then said 
the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not. The 
King of the Jews ; but that he said, I am King of 
the Jews. Pilate answered. What I have written I 
have written. Then the soldiers, when they had cru- 
cified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, 
to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the 
coat was without seam, woven from the top through, 
out. They said therefore among themselves. Let us 
not rend it, but cast lots for it> whose it shall be : that 
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the scripture might be fulfilled^ which saith^ They 
parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture 
they did cast lots. These things therefore the sol- 
diers did. Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his 
mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of 
Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus there- 
fore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, 
whom he loved, he saith unto his mother. Woman, be. 
hold thy son ! Then saith he to the disciple. Behold 
thy mother I And from that hour that disciple took 
her unto his own home. After this, Jesus knowing 
that all things were now accomplished, that the scrip- 
ture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now there was 
set a vessel full of vinegar : and they filled a sponge 
with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to 
his mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the 
vinegar, he said. It is finished : and he bo w^d his head, 
and gave up the ghost. The Jews therefore, because 
it was the preparation, that the bodies should not re- 
main upon the cross on the Sabbath day, (for that Sab- 
bath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their 
legs might be broken, and that they might be taken 
away. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of 
the first, and of the other which was crucified with 
him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he 
was dead already, they brake not his legs. But one 
of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forth- 
with came thereout blood and water. And he that 
saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he 
knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. 
For these things were done, that the scripture should 
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be fulfilled^ A bone of him shall not be broken. And 
again another scripture saith. They shall look on him 
whom they pierced." 

In our meditations on the lessons of holy 
Scripture appointed for this week, and on the 
wonderful events which they record, we at 
length arrive at that which is of transcendent 
importance — the death of the Redeemer. We 
have now to contemplate the incarnate Son of 
God, closing a life of unparalleled humiliation 
and suffering, by an ignominious and painful 
death ; thereby fulfilling the predictions and 
types given to the Church for four thou- 
sand years, and offering up that great sacri- 
fice necessary to atone for the sins bf a 
guilty world. Astonishing fact, — the Son of 
God " humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto deaths even the death of the cross ;"^ ** for 
the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame.'' -|- That we may 
see, and in some measure feel, the greatness of 
the Saviour's love, and the extent of our obli- 
gations to him, let us fix our attention on his 
death. It was what was generally considered 

a most shameful and ignominious death, Cru- 
• Phil. ii. 8. t Heb xii. 2. 
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cifixion, which was a Roman punishment, had 
such ignominy attached to it, that it was only 
indicted on the vilest of mankind ; on those of 
the meanest condition, such as slaves, or who 
were guilty of the most heinous offences, as rob- 
bers and murderers ; — such were the companions 
of Christin hisdeath. How amazing, then, the 
condescension and love of Christ in humbling 
himself lo the death of the cross ! He wore the 
crown of thorns to purchase for us crowns of 
glory. He died upon a cross to purchase foi 
us heavenly thrones. His death fur us was 
most painful. The hands, and probably the 
feet also, of the suiFerer were nailed to the 
cross. The large iron spikes, or nails, were 
driven through those parts, where, in conse- 
quence of the number of nerves, the greatest 
ijensibility must have resided. This death, as 
no vital part was immediately affected, was < 
a very lingering nature. Christ thus continued 
in extreme pain for three long hours. It was 
not alone, however, with corporeal agony the 
Saviour had to contend all this time : he had 
likewise to endure an agony of soul arising 
from spiritual causes, which no language can 
describe. The consolations of heaven, the 
smiles of his heavenly Father, which have made 
G 5 
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martyrs joyful and triumphant amidst deaths 
cruel, were denied to the suffering Saviour. It 
was this which wrung from the soul of the pa- 
tient sufferer that cry of anguish, ** My Grod, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?^^ His 
Father forsook the dying Saviour, because the 
hour was come, when he was to be *^ qiade a 
curse for us," * and so make atonement for our 
guilt by which we had forfeited for ever the 
cheering light of God^s countenance. He 
submitted to endure his Father's frown, that 
we might see God, and for ever rejoice in his 
smiles. O how painful then the death of 
Christ ! What are all the sufferings we can 
endure for Christ, compared with what he 
cheerfully endured for us, and for our salva^ 
tion ? His death was voluntary. ^^ He gave 
himself for us," " The Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many." He could 
say, what no created being could say, ^^ I lay 
down my life, that I might take it again. No 
man taketh it from me, but I lay it doMna of 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again,'*-]- When no less 
costly sacrifice than his own most precious blood 
• Gal. ill. 13. ••• John x. 17, 18. 
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was sufficient to obtain remission of our sins, 
he freely and voluntarily pours it fortli for our 
redemption ! The death of Christ was trioo- 
rious, in the stead, and for the benefit of sin- 
ners. Atas, that there should be some, who, in 
ihe face of the overwhelming evidence of Scri])- 
ture to the contrary, represent the death of the 
Saviour merely as that of a martyr, to attest 
his own sincerity, and the truth of tiie doctrines 
iie taught. Such, by denying tlie doctrine of 
the atonement, would dash from the lip of peni- 
tence the only cup of consolation, and remove 
the only sure foundation on which we can rear 
the superstructure of hope for eternity. As 
well might they attempt to blot out the sun 
from the firmament as blot out the all-important 
and all-consoling doctrine of the atoning efficacy 
of the Saviour's death from the Bible:—" He 
was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: Ihe chastisement of 
our peace was upon him: and with his stripes 
we are healed." * It is while faith thus contem- 
plates the death of the Redeemer, the burthen of 
guilt falls ofF from the trembling conscience, and 
hope springs up in the soul full of life and im- 
mortality. It is then the humble believer, 
• Is. liii. 5. 
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having peace with God through Jesus Christ, 
resolves with the apostle, " God forbid that I 
should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." * 

We must not, however, contemplate alone the 
ignominy and suffering which were connected 
with the death of the Son of God ; there was 
about it a peculiar character of grandeur and 
of triumph. Who does not mark this in the 
last words, and in the last act of the djdng Sa- 
viour, as recorded in this portion of holy Scrip- 
ture ? " When Jesus therefore had received the 
vinegar, he said," (Matthew tells us " he cried 
with a loud voice,") " It is finished ! and he 
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.*^ " It 
is finished ! " was the joyful shout of the Saviour, 
on the completion of the great and arduous 
work of human redemption. The full import 
of this declaration will only be known in eter- 
nity. It is as if the dying Redeemer had said, 
" Finished are all the prophecies and types 
which were given to the Church for four thou- 
sand years, and which pointed to my sufferings 
and death. Finished are all the sufferings I 
was to endure, in the stead of sinners, and 
which their guilt deserved. Welcome, my last 

• Gal. vi. 14. 
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dying agony, I have nothing more tu sufler, I 
have drunk the full cup of wrath, and exhausted 
it — it is finished. Finisfted is thai great 
atoning sacrifice I came to offer for ain — no 
more need the blood of bulla and goats be shed 
in sacrifice— my one offering has made full and 
sufficient atonement for the sin of a guilty 
world: it is finished. Finished is my glorious 
victory over aU the powers and principalities of 
hell, and thus a. sure foundation is laid for the 
final and glorious triumphs of my redeemed 
over all the enemies of their salvation. Finished, 
are all the purposes of my Father's will, and of 
niy love to mankind." O how full of consola- 
tion is this last saying of the dying Saviour to 
all who believe in him! And now, having 
finished the work which his Father gave him 
to do, with what royal majesty, as " the 
Prince of Life," does he die ! " He bowed his 
head, and gave up the ghost!" What a com- 
ment is this on his own words, in which, as the 
Lord of life, lie declared his independence of 
mortality. " No man taketh my life from me, 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again !" " No man," said Solomon, 
" hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit, 
neither hath he power in the day of death." 



lirit, ^1 
ith." ^H 



134 PASSION WEEK. 

But that power which no mere creature pos- 
sesses, was possessed and exercised on the cross 
by the Redeemer. His death was not the con- 
sequence of exhaustion ; his loud cry which 
immediately preceded it, shows that th^e was 
much of the strength of nature yet reiqaining 
in him. Death had no dominion over him. 
The baffled king of terrors stood at the foot 
of his cross, but could not touch him, till 
Jesus, as Lord of life and death, bowed per- 
mission to him, and yielded up the ghost 
Well might the centurion, when he heard that 
" he 80 cried out, and yielded up the ghost/' 
say, " Truly this man was the Son of God," 
^^ no mere mortal ; but one who dies us an 
immortal, and yields to death only because he 
chooses." 

With what deeply interestied feelings, theo, 
ought we as Christians to approach the cross 
of Christ, and meditate upon the all-important 
truths taught us by the death of our Lord. 
Here, in the cross of Christ, is the fullest mani- 
festation of the love of God. '^ Hereiny* says 
St. John, as if this manifestatioq of diving; 
love infinitely transcended and absorbed all 
others, *' herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us> and ^ent his Sqq 
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to be the propitiation for our sins."* And 
St. Paul says, '* God commendeth his love to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us." f Abraham could give no 
greater proof of his love to God, than his readi* 
ness to offer up his only, his beloved son Isaac, at 
the divine command. But the love of God to sin- 
ners, in giving up his only begotten and beloved 
Son, to die for our redemption, throws far into 
the shade the love of the father of the faithful. 
Here, in his cross, we behold also the love of 
the Saviour — a love without parallel, and be- 
yond comprehension. It was love to the un- 
lovely and guilty, which brought him from the 
throne of his glory, to ^^ take upon him the 
form of a servant, and to be made in the like- 
ness of men :" every step he took, every word 
he spake, every miracle of power and mercy he 
wrought, every pulsation of his heart, was love 
to guilty man. But in his death on the cross, 
we have the fullest display, the noon-tide splen- 
dour of his matchless love. If, when the Jews 
beheld him weeping at the grave of Lazarus his 
friend, they said, " Behold, how he loved him ^ 
much more have we reason to infer from his 
death for sinners, the greatness of his love to 

* 1 John iv. 10. . t Rom. v. 8. 
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them. Did he thus humble himself even to the 
accursed death of the cross for us, and shall we 
then doubt his willingness to receive and pardon 
us, when we come unto him ? What a fearful 
exhibition have we of the evil of sin, and of the 
divine displeasure against it, in the cross of 
Jesus. The floods which destroyed the old 
world, or the flames from heaven which burned 
up the cities of the plain, or the fire unquench- 
able reserved for the punishment of the guilty, 
do not testify so loudly the divine indignation 
against sin, as the agonies of the Saviour^s soul, 
or his death upon the cross, as the punishment 
of human guilt. Sin nowhere appears in its 
true colours as in the cross of the Redeemer. 
Here, we learn that nothing less than a sacrifice 
of infinite worth could expiate it. To atone 
for it, the Saviour becomes a curse. To wash 
away its stain, his precious blood must be 
poured out. The sword of justice must cleave 
the heart of Jehovah's fellow,* that we may go 
free, be received into divine favour, and made 
partakers of eternal glory. While we thus con- 
template sin in the cross of Christ, we mourn 
for, hate, and forsake those sips of ours which 
crucified the Lord of glory. How earnestly, 

• Zech. xiii. 7. 
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then, should we pray, that the death of Christ 
for sin, may be the death of sin in our souls. 
Here, at the cross, we best learn and feel our 
obligations to redeeming love. We must be 
lost and dead to all right feeling, if we do not 
acknowledge that such love on the part of 
Christ deserves and claims from us the supreme 
aflFection of our hearts, and the constant obe- 
dience of our lives. Can we, then, retire from 
the cross of the Redeemer, to pursue, and de- 
light in, sinful and worldly vanities ? Rather, 
let us, with minds deeply impressed with the 
astonishing fact we have been contemplating, 
retire to pray : — " O Saviour of the world, let 
thy cross humble us, thy death revive us, and 
thy Spirit purify us. Be thou with us in all 
the power of thy grace, with all the riches of 
thy love, that our hearts may burn within us 
at the memory of thy passion, and be devoted 
to thee in a sacred bond of gratitude and love. 
Help us constantly and lovingly to remember 
thee as our Saviour and Lord, that we sin not, 
but constantly rely on thy meritorious death, 
imitate thy holy example, and live to thy glory.*" 
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THE CONVEESION OF THE THIEF ON THE 

CROSS.* 



How important and instructive is the fact 
which we now propose to consider ! In the con- 
version and pardon of the dying thief, we have 
an illustrious display of the Saviour's grace, 
of the efficacy of his blood, of the riches of bis 
mercy, and of his triumph over the powers of 
darkness, in the season of his deepest humilia- 
tion on the cross. Here we behold the bright- 
ness of " the Sun of Righteousness" breaking 
through the dark clouds which for a season 
were permitted to veil its glories. With the 
intention of subjecting Christ to the lowest dis- 
grace, they associated with him in his sufferings 
the vilest malefactors: they crucify him be- 
tween two thieves ! That, however, whicli they 
designed as his disgrace, was turned into his 
glory. One of the two thieves becomes a peni- 
tent, and by the power and riches of his mercy, 
is quickly raised from the depths of depravity 
and the ignominy of the cross, to be a happy 

♦ Matt, xxvii. 39—44; Mark xv. 29—32; Luke 
xiii. 35—43. 
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and glorified spirit with Christ in Paradise ! 
This may justly be regarded as one of the 
glories of the cross of Christ, and is recorded 
for our instruction and consolation.* 

But little is recorded of this man before his 
conversion : that, however, which is recorded, 
exhibits his character in the most awful light. 
He was a thief, had been convicted of the crime, 
and was doomed to suffer a painful and igno- 
minious death. So hardened was he in sin, 
that though suffering the agonies of crucifixion, 
he united with his companion in guilt and 
suffering, in blaspheming and reviling the dying 
Saviour.f Hard, indeed, must have been that 
heart which the agonies of such a death failed 
to soften : desperate, indeed, must have been 
the wickedness of that individual who could 
thus employ his dying energies in reviling a 
crucified Saviour. But all at once what a 

• The interesting history of the conversion of the 
thief^ though not mentioned in the gospel for this dsLj, 
is recorded in preceding gospels. It is introduced in 
this place^ rather than interrupt the regular series of 
events, to which regard has been had in the former ex- 
positions. The observation equally applies to the fol- 
lowing meditation. 

+ Matt. XXV ii. 44. 
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change ! It is far more wonderful, than if 
some mighty river had all at once changed 
the direction of its current. The character and 
greatness of this change may be learned from 
his address to his wicked companion, and to 
the dying Saviour. The former he rebuked, 
saying, " Dost thou not fear God, seeing thou 
art in the same condemnation ? And we in- 
deed suffer justly, for we receive the due re- 
ward of our deeds : but this man hath done 
nothing amiss.*"* To what must we attribute 
this extraordinary change in the feelings and 
language of this man, but to that sovereign 
and almighty grace of God, which neither the 
obduracy or depravity of the human heart can 
effectually resist.'^ His eyes are now opened to 
a discovery of his guilt ; his heart now trem- 
bles at its consequences ; he now becomes the 
reprover of sin in his companion ; and boldly 
vindicates the innocence of the Saviour. Here 
we may trace the fruits and evidences of genuine 
repentance for sin^ and conversion to Grod. 
Contrition of soul for sin, self-condemnation, 
grief for sin in others, the fear of God, and zeal 
for the honour of the Saviour, are the best and 
scriptural marks of that repentance unto life, 

* Luke xxiii. 40^ 41. 
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which needeth not to be repented of, and 
which is the grand pre-requisite for pardon, 
salvation, and eternal glory. We may mark 
in the conduct and language of this man like- 
wise, the inseparable connexion between ge- 
nuine " repentance towards God, and faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ." As an awakened 
and trembling penitent, he turns to the suf- 
fering Saviour as all his desire, and all his 
salvation. That Saviour, whom he had a little 
before reviled, whom the Jews had rejected, 
and whom those around the cross insulted as 
an impostor, he thus addresses : " Lord, re- 
member me, when thou comest into thy king- 
dom !" The term " Lord^ as used in holy 
Scripture, in the highest sense, signifies " Je- 
hovah.^' The dying thief by the use of this 
term expresses his belief of the essential dig- 
nity of him to whom he prayed. How clear 
also his views, and strong his faith, in the 
doctrine of our Lord's dominion. While the 
Jews, and the disciples laboured under the 
same mistake, cherished the carnal expectation 
that the Messiah would establish a temporal 
kingdom on earth, this man believed and 9on- 
fessed, that the kingdom of Christ was spiritual 



142 PASSION WEEK. 

and in heaven : " Lord, remember me, when 
thou comest into thy kingdom !" It was as if he 
had said, ^' While all despise and reject thee, 
I believe that thou art truly the Son of Grod, 
and I^ord of all : though I now see thee wear- 
ing the crown of thorns, the mock emblem ot 
royalty, I honour thee as the King of glory: 
from thy cross of ignominy, I see thee on thy 
way to the throne of heaven, where thou wilt 
be welcomed and adored as King of kings, and 
Lord of lords. When thou comest into thy 
kingdom, remember me who hung and died at 
thy side. I pl^ad not for my body — that will 
soon mingle with its kindred dust, in this place 
of skulls : I pray for my guilty soul ; let that 
be the object of thy mercy ; remember me, and 
save me from everlasting wrath !" Where, it 
may justly be asked, did the dying thief learn 
these exalted views of Christ and his kingdom ? 
We may say in his case^ what our Lord said in 
another, ^^ Blessed art thou, for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed this unto thee, but the Father 
which is in heaven." That one of the two 
malefactors should be thus converted, and the 
other continue in sin, is a display of sovereign 
grace. Instead of murmuring or cavilling at 
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this in the pride of our hearts, let us rather 
admire and adore, saying, " Even so, Father, 
for so it seemeth good in thy sight/' * 

From the praying penitent, we turn to the 
merciful Saviour. Though he was now en- 
during the agonies of a cruel death — though 
the multitudes around the cross loudly insult 
his dying pangs, yet the voice of prayer enters 
into his ears, and to the dying penitent he in- 
stantly vouchsafes this gracious reply, — "Verily 
I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise !" And the promise of Christ was 
realized. Angels hovered round the cross of 
the penitent, and with joy bore away his disem- 
bodied spirit, plucked as a brand from the fire, 
and redeemed by the blood of the Saviour, to 
heavenly mansions ; and he, who a little before 
was the companion of Christ in his sufferings, 
was happy and glorified with him in Paradise ! 
O what joy, to see the Saviour's glory, and to 
be a partaker of that glory in paradise : — to see 
him crowned with glory and honour, whom a 
little before he beheld wearing a crown of 
thorns : to see him worshipped and adored by 
angels, archangels, and glorified spirits, whom 

a little before he had seen despised and rejected 

* Matt. xi. 26. 
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of men ! Such is the blessedness which awaits 
all who love the Saviour in sincerity and in 
truth. It was for this that the Redeemer 
prayed, when the hour of his sufferings drew 
nigh, — " Father, I will that, they whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am, that 
they may behold my glory.""* We behold, and 
we shrink from beholding, the change which 
death makes in the bodies of our pious friends ; 
— quenched is the lustre of the eye which was 
once radiant with intelligence and kindness; 
silent is the tongue which once counselled and 
consoled us; cold is the heart which once 
kindled with affection towards us ; but it is 
this which dispels the gloom of death — the im- 
mortal spirit is happy and glorious with Christ 
in paradise ! 

The case of the dying thief has been adduced 
in favour of a death-bed repentance. It has 
been justly observed, that the holy Scriptures 
record one instance of such a repentance being 
accepted, that no sinner might despair; and 
but one instance, that no sinner might presume. 
It will tend to guard against the presump- 
tuous abuse which some make of this fact, to 
consider that the circumstances in this case were 

* John xvii. 24. 
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peculiar, and such as cannot occur again in the 
case of any other indiTidiial. An extraordinary 
case, as this doubtless was, affords no ground of 
hope for similar interpositions of the divine 
mercy ; least of all, have they reason to expect 
it, who neglect the means of grace, and of ac- 
quaintance with the Saviour, which this man 
in all probability had not before enjoyed. The 
situation of this penitent, suffering and dying 
in the company of the Saviour, was peculiar. 
Mercy was now displayed for a special purpose. 
Our Lord was now on the cross spoiling the 
principalities and powers of hell ; he saves and 
exhibits this penitent as a trophy of his victory. 
He is now shedding his blood, to make atone- 
ment for sin : in this man he exhibits a proof 
of its efficacy. At the time of their coronation, 
kings exercise special acts of grace in favour of 
criminals : for such to expect on other occasions 
a similar exercise of royal mercy, would be 
presumptuous delusion. Instead, then, of pre- 
suming on the fact of the efficacy of a death- 
bed repentance, let us remember, " Noio is the 
accepted time ;" if mercy be neglected or de- 
spised now, God may in just judgment, and as 
the punishment of our sins, refuse to hear us 
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when we call upon him.''^ Let us, then, with 
a slight variation in the words, adopt the 
prayer of the dying thief as our own : 
*^ Lord, remember us, now that thou art in thy 
kingdom. Thou ever livest to make interces- 
sion for thy people'^remember us ! Thou art 
making ready glorious mansions for thy re- 
deemed — ^remember us ! Thou art the Saviour 
of sinners — remember us, and grant us an in- 
terest in thy salvation ! Thou wilt come again 
in glorious majesty to receive thy faithful fol- 
lowers to thyself, that they may ever be with 
thee, and behold thy glory ; — remember us, and 
grant that we may be confessed by thee befwe 
thy Father, and thy holy angels, as thine own !" 



THE MIRACLES WHICH SIGNALIZED THE DEATH 

OF CHRIST.*(- 

The Redeemer, in the immediate prospect 
of his unparalleled sufferings, thus prayed to 

• Prov. i. 24—31. 

t Matt xxvii. 45 — 53 ; Mark xv. 33 ; Luke xxiii. 
44^ 4'i. 
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Ilia heavenly Father — " Father, the hour is 
come ; giorify thy Son, that thy Son also may 
glorify thee." * In the wonders which cele- 
brated the death of the Saviour, we see in part 
an answer to this prayer. Thus, at those sea- 
sons in which were exhibited the most extraor- 
dinary proofs of our Lord's humiliation, were 
also given extraordinary manifestations of his 
dignity and glory. At his birth, the appear- 
ance of the star in the east and the songs of 
angels, proclaimed his unearthly greatness. 
Thus, also, while he dies on the cross, the 
darkened sun, the temple vail rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom, the earthquake, the rocks 
riven asunder, and the graves of the saints 
opened, proclaim, in language which cannot 
be mistaken, the glory of the Son of God. 
Who ever heard of such wonders at the death 
of a mere mortal man 'f Such miracles at the 
death of him whom the Jews rejected and cru- 
cified as an impostor, demand from all the con- 
fession which they extorted from the Roman 
centurion at the time, — " Truly this man was 
the Son of God f" 

The first miracle which occurred at the- 
death of Christ was the unnatural darkness, 

H 2 



148 TASSION WEEKc 

*' The sun was darkened,^ and as a consequence 
of this, there was darkness over all the land 
from the sixth to the ninth hour. Three of the 
four evangelists notice this fact in a way which 
shows it to have been altogether supernatural. 
The fact of its happening at mid-day and con- 
iinuing for three hours, from twelve at noon to 
three of the afternoon, forbids the supposition 
of its being a natural eclipse of the sun. It 
was a supernatural interposition of God for 
special purposes, depriving the earth of the 
light of day. So remarkable was this event, 
that Dionysius, an Egyptian philosopher, who 
witnessed it, is reported to have exclaimed,' 
** Surely the God of nature suffers, or the 
world is at an end !" * Thus God, by de- 
priving the land of the light of day for three 
hours, testified his indignation at the horrid 
wickedness of man. The sun, as if ashamed to 
behold the wickedness of those who crucified 
the Lord of glpry, drove back his. chariot and 
hung the world in mourning. The Saviour 
was now engaged for us in that sore conflict 
with the powers of darkness: he was now. en- 
during that hiding of his Father's face, yea, 

* " Aut Deus naturae^ aut mundi machina dissol- 
vitur!" 



his Father's frown, which our sins had merited, 
and which, hut for his merciful interposition, 
we nius{ have endured for ever: the darkness 
which covered the land was a faint emblem of 
that thicker gloom which then overshadowed, 
and deprived of comfort, the holy soul of the 
Redeemer. The Father hid his face from him: 
heaven denied him a beam of light, till having 
endured the punishment of our guilt and made 
full atonement for it, he joyfully exclaimed, " It 
is finished '." on that the darkness passed away 
from the land, and with it passed away also 
the mysterious gloom from the soul of the 
dying Saviour. If before the orb of day re- 
joiced as a giant to run his race and give 
light to a fallen and guilty world, much more, 
after this suspension of his light, did he re- 
joice to pour forth his splendour on a world re- 
deemed by the blood of the Son of God. 
Great indeed must have been the awe which 
this supernatural darkness impressed on the 
minds of the Jews : it appears for three 
hours to have silenced their horrid blasphe- 
mies, yet it brought them not to repentance 
for their sins: like Pharaoh, when the dark- 
ness passed away, they returned again to thei# 
blasphemies, and to fill up the measure of their ~ 
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crimes. With what contrition of soul for sin, 
and gratitude to our great Deliverer, should we 
turn our attention to Christ on the cross en- 
during the darkness and wrath due to our 
guilt, that we might rejoice in the light of 
God's countenance for ever ! With what joyful 
hope may we now look to a reconciled God in 
Christ, and say with his ancient church, ^* 
Lord, I will praise thee; though thou wast 
angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 
and thou comfortedst me." * 

When Jesus died, " the veil of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom." 
There are two veils of the temple mentioned in 
holy Scripture.")- That here intended was the 
rich and strong veil, which parted between the 
holy place and the most holy. In the holy of 
holies which this veil concealed, " was the 
golden censer^ and the ark of the covenant 
overlaid round about with gold, wherein was 
the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron^s 
rod that budded, and the tables of the cove- 
nant ; and over it the cherubims of glory, over- 
shadowing the mercy-seat.'*' It was penal to 
all but the high priest to pass this veil and 
gaze upon the mysteries within; and to him 

• Isa. xii. 1. t Heb. ix. 3, 4. 
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it was only permitted once in the year, on the 
great day of atonement, and then " not wilhc 
blood, which he offered for himself, and the 
errors of the people : the Holy Ghost this signify- 
ing, that the way into the holiest of all was not 
yet made manifest, while as theJiTst tabernacle, 
was yet standing."* The sudden rending of 
the veil, happening as it did at the time of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, and upon a 
solemn day when the priests were officiating in 
the temple, displayed in no dubious way the 
immediate finger of God. The sudden, strange 
and loud sound of that mysterious rent would 
draw to it the affrighted look of all in the 
temple : when, lo, at once the most holy place, 
with its sacred mysteries, which had been 
veiled for ages, is open to the gaze of all! 
God thus proclaimed, that, by the atonement 
then made by Christ on the cross, all the types 
and shadows of the old testament had received 
their accomplishment, and were abolished for 
ever. The veil which signified the darkness of 
the former dispensation now rent asunder, all its 
mysteries are unveiled. " Now we see that 
the mercy-seat signified Christ the great propir- 
tiation ; the pot of manna signified Christ the 
• Lesit. svi. 2—15 ; Heb. ix. 7, 8. 
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bread of life. Thus we all with open face be- 
hold, as in a glass, which helps the sight, as the 
veil hindered it, the glory of the Lord.'^ * 
This rending of the temple veil intimates no 
less clearly the opening of a new and living way 
by which we may draw near to God, and at 
length enter heaven itself. How full and en- 
couraging is the apostle's reasoning on this 
point. *' Having therefore, brethren, bold- 
ness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way which he hath 
consecrated for us through the veil^ that is to 
say^ his fiesh ; and having an high priest over 
the house of God, let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience." "[• 
Blessed be God, in consequence of the rending 
of the veil of Christ's flesh upon the cross, we 
may now with the eye of faith look with confi- 
dence to a glorified and immortal High Priest, 
an all-sufiicient atonement for sin, a mercy-seat 
at all times accessible, and a heavenly sanctuary, 
into which, as humble believers^ we shall be ad- 
mitted at death, to participate in its worship 
and bliss for ever. 

Further to testify to the innocence and dignity 
♦ Henry. t Heb. x. 19—22. 



FASSIOH WEEK. 



15 



of him who suffered on the cross, nature i 
fearfully convulsed : — " The earth did quake, 
and the rocks were rent." " Universal nature,"' 
exclaims Augustine, " is openly seen in agita- 
tion, as if it wished to take arms to avenge its 
author. The earth itself is shaken to the foun- | 
dation, as if it could scarcely boar the weight 
of the cross, or as if it trembled at its own 
crime. For as Christ " upholdeth all things ' 
by the word of his power," liow can we wonden 
that the earth shuddered to uphold him, wheti ] 
bearing our sins in his own body on the tree P ] 
" Even the stubborn rocks rend asunder at this 1 
fearful consummation of human depravity in 1 
crucifying the Prince of Life, thereby reproving 
the insensibility of his enemies, whose hearts , 
were indeed hearts of stone. Well might the I 
rocks be rent asunder, when Christ our Ruck 
was smitten, that the waters of salvation and 
life might flow forth for our thirsty and perish- ] 
ing souls. Harder, indeed, than the rocks of | 
Judea, must our hearts be, if they do not yield 
and melt while contemplating the suiferingE of J 
Jesus. 

The opening of the graves was another of I 
those miraculous events attendant on the death 
of the Son of God. " The graves were opened, 
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and many bodies of saints, which slept, arose, 
and came out of the graves, after his resurrec- 
tion^ and went into the holy city, and appeared 
unto many." Thus was proclaimed, at the 
time of his death, the Saviour^s power and 
triumph over death and the grave. How greatly 
must this prodigy have added to the terror and 
dismay of his enemies. The sepulchres of their 
dead, frequently cut in rocks,* remained open 
the whole of their Sabbath, as to have attempted 
to close them, would, according to their law, 
have rendered them ceremonially unclean, and 
have unfitted them for the worship of the tem- 
ple. Though their graves were opened at the 
death of Christ, the bodies of the saints that 
slept, arose not till after his resurrection. They 
waited the resurrection of their Lord, who was 
to be " the first fruits of them that slept ;" 
then quickened by his divine power, they joy- 
fully quitted their graves, no more to die; 
went into the holy city, appeared unto many, 
and doubtless ascended with their risen Re- 
deemer, as the trophies of his victory over 
death and the grave. Thus our Lord, when he 
died, proclaimed, ** O death, I will be thy 
plagues : O grave, I will be thy destruction !'*f 
* Isa. xxii. 15^ 16. '^ Hos. ziii. 14. 
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With what joy may all the humble followers of 
the Saviour meditate on this early proof of their 

Lord's triumph over death ! What a sure 
earnest is here given that Christ will one day 
open the graves of all his saints, and call tliem 
to come forth into life everlasting ! They shall 
hear his voice, and with their glorified head, 
shall enter into the holy and heavenly city, to 
go out no more for ever:— " God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes, and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying^ 
neither shall there be any more pain, for the' 
former things are passed away." * i 

The effect produced on the minds of those 
who witnessed the crucifixion of the Saviour, 
by these miraculous events, could not be other 
than striking. " All the people that came to-' 
gether to that sight, beholding the things that 
were done, smote their breasts and returned." -f^ 
Would they not consider these prodigies as 
direct intimations from heaven of the dignity 
and innocence of the crucified Saviour, and of 
the wrath of God against them for the sin of re- 
jecting his claims, and putting him to so shame- 
ful a death? Alas! they looked not to him 
^whom they had pierced, mourning for the sin 
H^^f ■ Rev, xxi. i. t Luke xxiii. 48. 
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of having done so. Whatever good impressions 
had been made on their minds, there is too 
much reason to fear they soon wore off. How 
like these unhappy Jews is the case of many 
among ourselves ! When Christ has been most 
evidently set forth, in the word and the sacra- 
ments, as crucified before them, they have been 
deeply affected, good impressions have been 
made, and pious resolutions have been formed. 
Alas ! these impressions and convictions have 
proved transient as the morning cloud or the 
early dew, and they have returned quickly again 
to their sins and their follies. Such conduct 
most fearfully dishonours Christ, involves us in 
greater guilt, and exposes us to sorer punish- 
ment. Let us be concerned so to meditate on 
the death of Christ, and on the miracles which 
attested his dignity and innocence, that it pro- 
duce in us genuine repentance for sin, a lively 
faith in his merits for salvation, and a life con- 
formable to his will and devoted to his glory. 



THE CONFESSION OF THE ROMAN CENTU- 
RION,* 



" When the centurion," who superintended 
the crucifixion of Chriat, *' which stood over 
against him, saw that he so cried out, and 
gave up the ghost," and also " saw the earth- 
quake and those things that were done, he 
said. Truly this man teas the Son of God!" 
How astonishing to hear a Roman soldier con- 
fessing, and at such a time, that, for declaring 
which the Jews condemned the Saviour as a 
blasphemer ! This may be reckoned among, 
and it is not the least remarkable of, the mira- 
cles, which bore witness to the innocence and 
glory of the dying Saviour. " These things are 
written, that we may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the living God, and that be- 
lieving we might have life through his name." 
In meditating upon this important confession, 
we shall consider its import — the person by 
whom it was made — and the circumstances 
which produced it. 

The import of this good confession will be 
• Matt, ssvli. 51 ; Mark sv. 39 ; Luke sxiii. i7. 
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best understood by an appeal to the language 
of holy Scripture, in which the sacred writers 
speak of Christ, or in which our Lord spoke of 
himself. Here we find the titles, , ** Son of 
man^^ and " Son of God^'* attributed to the 
Saviour. He is called, " the Son of man^ 
in reference to his humanity. He was really 
man, ^^born of a woman." This participation of 
our humanity was necessary to the accomplish- 
ment of the great work of our redemption. 
The union of our humanity with the divinity in 
the person of Christ, has given a glory and a 
dignity to the nature of man far surpassing that 
of the nature of angels. When, however, 
Christ is spoken of, or speaks of himself, under 
the title of " the Son of God/* it means that he 
was essentially God. All real Christians are 
called " sons of God :'*' * but it is not, as some 
imagine, in the same sense Christ is called 
" the Son of God." Christ is '* the Son of 
God," in a sense in which he is " the only be- 
gotten Son of Gody It expresses his eternal 
godhead, his identity of nature, his equality 
with God the Father. It was in this sense the 
Jews understood Jesus when he used this phrase 
in speaking of himself; hence they accused him 

• 1 John iii. 1, 2. 
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of blasphemy in thus making himself equal 
with God.* If Christ had not in this emphatic 
sense been " the Son of God," it is not possible 
to reconcile it with the truth and holiness of his 
character, that he should allow the Jews to 
continue under such a misapprehension of his 
true meaning, or have suffered death for the 
imputed sin of blasphemy, in thus making him- 
self equal with God, They who understand, 
then, the title of Son of God, as applied to 
Christ, in any other sense, than as denoting his 
essential divinity, do not receive it in the true 
sense in which our Lord used it, or in which 
the Jews understood it. When, therefore, the 
centurion, awed and convinced by what he had 
heard and seen, cKcIaimed, " Truly this man 
was the Son of God !" it was a decided con- 
fession of the deity of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Stationed as the Koman centu- 
rion had been in Judea, he could not be igno- 
rant of the character and claims of Jesus of 
Nazareth. lie had lieard of the fame of his 
miracles of power and benevolence ; that he 
claimed to be the Messiah and Son of God ; 
and had again and again appealed to his splendid 
■acles in support of those claims. He knew 
• Johii X. 33. 
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that the Jews had rejected and condptnned 
Christ on this account as a blasphemer. Now, 
however, having seen his conduct in death, and 
the supernatural events attendant on it, he is 
convinced not only of his innocence, but also of 
his supernatural dignity, and exclaims, *' Cer- 
tainly this was a righteous man !" " Truly 
this was the Son of God ." 

This confession is the more remarkable when 
we consider by whom^ and when^ it was made. 
Had any of his disciples, who basely forsook 
him and fled when his enemies seized upon him 
in the garden, recovering from their fright, re- 
turned, and thus honoured their Lord by such 
a confession of his dignity, there had been no- 
thing so surprising in that! It was not the 
confession of the Jews. It might have been 
expected that the supernatural events attendant 
on the Saviour'*s death would have disarmed 
them of their prejudices, and have constrained 
them to confess the innocence and dignity of 
him whom they had condemned. What they 
witnessed and heard during the crucifixion led 
them to retire " smiting upon their breasts :" 
but from not one of the scribes, the priests, or 
the people of the Jews, do we hear the confes- 
sion, " Truly this man was the Son of God !" 
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On the contrary, this good confession was made 
by a Jloman aoldier : one who had been brought 
up in idolatry, and who, probably, up to that 
time, continued an idolater. How often have 
we occaEion to remark what is analogous to . 
this ! Some who appear the most unlikely, and | 
who enjoy the fewest spiritual advantages, con- 
fess and honour the Saviour : while they who 
appear the most likely, and who possess the 
fullest measure of spiritual advantages, continue 
in unbelief, and refuse to submit to the claims 
of the Son of God. 

The particular circumstances which produced 
this surprising effect on the mind of the centu- i 
rion, and constrained liim to make this noble 
confession, deservf our serious consideration. 
Had our Lord come down from the cross, 
wrought some splendid miracle of power — or 
had some angelic host appeared to rescue or 



to minister to him in his moments of a 
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such a conviction and confession of his dignity 
could have excited no surprise. It was under 
far different circumstances that the centurion 
beheld Christ It was the time of the Saviour's 
deepest humiliation. He had beheld him as a | 
criminal, crowned with thorns, bearing his | 
cross, led forth amidst the insults of the mul- J 
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titude, to a shameful death : he had seen him 
nailed to the cross of ignominy, and crucified 
between two thieves. His station being near 
the cross, he had heard him complain of thirst, 
and exclaim, in the anguish of his soul, ** My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?" 
He watched him — listened to his every word — 
saw him bow his head, and die. He now be- 
held his lifeless corpse suspended on the tree : 
and yet this is the moment in which he ex- 
claims, " Truly this man was the Son of 
God !" The inquiry then becomes interesting : 
— to what circumstances must be attributed 
the conviction and confession of the centurion ? 
There was much in the spirit and conduct of 
Christ in his last sufferings, and also in his 
death, to call for such a confession. He had 
been condemned to die as a deceiver of the 
people: but how unlike an impostor does he 
appear in his sufferings ! How remarkable 
the meekness and patience with which he en- 
dured the most cutting insults, and the most 
texcruciating pain. When they tortured him 
in his body, he murmured not, he threatened 
not ; when they reviled him, he reviled not 
again : " As a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he opened not his niouth.'^ He en- 
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dures all that the most cruel malice could in- 
flict) with perfect patience and unearthly dig- 
nity. Never did impostor suffer thus. What 
a forgiving spirit did the Saviour manifest ! 
The centurion had heard him, while they were 
nailing his hands to the cross, pray for his 
enemies, saying, " Father, forgive them ; they 
know not what they do !" To forgive an 
enemy was a virtue of which the Homans knew 
but little: to reuen^e an injury was considered 
by them rather a virtue than a vice. How 
must this noble generosity of Christ, showing 
only pity for them, from whom he received no 
pity, imploring divine forgiveness for his cruel 
enemies, have impressed the mind of this man 
with exalted ideas of the illustrious sufferer ! 
It is probable, also, as his duty fixed him near 
the cross, that he had heard the prayer which 
the thief had addressed to the Saviour, How 
must he have marvelled to have heard one 
dying on a cross, promising paradise to his 
companion in suffering I Not less must have 
been his wonder on hearing the Saviour's cry. 
of anguish, " My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ?" Then again, the manner 
of his death was strikingly peculiar. " Jesus 
cried with a loud voice," an evidence that 
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his death was not the consequence of ex- 
haustion, ^^ and said, Father, into thine hand 
I commend my spirit •*" having said this, " he 
bowed his heady and gave up the ghost T 
The Jews, the centurion knew, had. condemned 
Jesus to die as a blasphemer, in sa3dng that 
God was his Father : now in the act of dying, 
he invokes God as his Father, and commits 
his spirit into his hands! He dies not like 
other men ; he gave up, he dismissed his 
spirit. This he did in such a way, and with 
such a peculiar majesty, as showed that it was 
the voluntary act of his own mind ; that he had 
power to lay down his life, and power to take 
it again. There was such sublime and awful 
majesty about the death of Jesus of Nazareth, 
that it convinced the centurion he was no de^ 
ceiver, but a righteous man ; that he was more 
than human, and was " truly the Son of God."" 
How must this conviction have been deepened 
and confirmed by the miraculous events which 
signalized the death of Jesus. At mid-day a 
sudden and awful darkness for three hours 
covered the land ; the veil of the temple was 
rent in twain; all nature was fearfully con- 
vulsed ; an earthquake shook the earth to her 
very centre, rived the rocks in pieces, and threw 
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Open the sepulchreB of the dead. We marvel 
not that the Roman centurion, awed and con- 
vinced by such prodigies, should exclaim, 
" Truly this man was the Son of God .'" 

The great truth confessed \>y the centurion 
is one of fundamental importance, and clearly 
established by the uniform testimony of sacred 
Scriptures, Remove this foundation, and the 
temple of Christianity becomes at once a mass 
of splendid ruins. We cannot abandon this 
great doctrine of the essential divinity of Christ, 
without at the same time the abandonment 
of all that is glorious and consoling in the re- 
ligion we profess. If Christ was not truly 
the Son of God, the gospel is a cunningly-de- 
vised fable, the apostles were false witnesses 
to mankind, there is no efficacy in the Saviour's 
sacrifice, no merit in bis righteousness, and no 
hope for the sinner. What gratitude, then, 
should we manifest, in possessing such abun- 
dant evidence of the divinity of the Redeemer. 
In trusting in him for salvation, we do not 
lean on an arm of flesh. " Thy Redeemer," 
O Christian, *' is mighty ; the Lord of hosts 
is his name :" *' Wherefore he is able to save 
tbem to the uttermost, that come unto God by 
him." All such, therefore, may rejoice and 
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say, ^^ I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him, against that 
day." * 

• « Tim. i. 19. 
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EASTER EVEN. 



The Collect. 



" Grant, O Lord^ that as we are baptized into the 
death of thy blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christy so 
by continually mortifying our corrupt affections, we 
may be buried with him ; and that through the grave 
and gate of death, we may pass to our joyful resur- 
rection, for his merits, who died, and was buried, and 
rose again for us, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen" 



The Epistle, 

1 Pet. iii. 17—22. " It is better, if the will of God 
be so, that ye suffer for well«doing, than for evil do- 
ing. For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
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Spirit By which also he went and preached unto the 
spirits in prison ; which sometime were disobedient, 
when once the long-suffering of God waited in the 
days of Noah^ while the ark was a preparing, wherein 
few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. The 
like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save 
us, (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of a good conscience towards God,) by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is gone into heaven, 
and is on the right-hand of God, angels, and authori- 
ties, and powers, being made subject unto him." 

Having in our previous meditations consi- 
dered the various particulars of the last suffer- 
ings of the Redeemer, how proper is it that we 
now inquire more particularly into the merciful 
design of those sufferings. This is clearly stated 
in the portion of holy Scripture now read, and 
is urged by the apostle as an argument to the 
patient endurance of persecution for righteous- 
ness' sake : — " Christ hath also once suffered for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God.'^ How much is there in this 
short sentence to remind us of our guilt and 
misery as sinners, and of the grace of the Sa- 
viour in the work of our redemption. Clear 
and heart-affecting views of the former are ne- 
cessary to our estimating aright the value and 
importance of the latter. 
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Did the holy and just Saviour, '* who knew 
no sin," " suffer for sins to bring us to God ?^ — 
Then our state by reason of sin must be one of 
great guilt, and moral distance from God. The 
sad consequence of sin has been to make an 
awful breach between God and man, — to alien- 
ate his heart from God, — to render him guilty, 
— and unfit him for communion with his Maker 
here and hereafter. This was the effi ct of the 
first transgression in the garden. No sooner 
had our first parents fallen by iniquity, than 
their minds felt the burthen of guilt and shame ; 
instead of welcoming communion with God as 
before ; — at the sound of his voice they fled, and 
sought to hide themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of the garden ! * 
All this, together with their expulsion from 
paradise, affords melancholy evidence of that 
moral alienation and separation from God, 
which are the consequences of sin. To every 
sinner, till brought back to God, will the words 
of the prophet apply : — *' Your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, and your 
sins have hid his face from you.^-f- All by na- 
ture are ** alienated, and enemies in their mind 

* Gen. iii. 7, 8. f Is. lix. 2. 

I 
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by wicked works."* By reason of the guilt 
of our sins we are exiled from Grod, and under 
the righteous sentence of eternal banishment 
from him : by reason of our depravity y we are 
disinclined to seek, and unfitted to enjoy, com- 
munion and friendship with him. What affect- 
ing proof have we of this in the conduct of man-r 
kind of every grade and of every age. We see it 
in the case of those nations which early cast off 
the knowledge of the true God and sunk into a 
state of pagan darkness : how quickly did they 
extinguish from among them every ray of patri- 
archal light:—" They did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge P' f This is no less 
manifest in many who bear the Christian name. 
God has endowed man with a noble nature 
capable of enjoying communion with himself; 
but every source of happiness is tried in pre- 
ference to God, in whose favour alone is the 
true bliss of the soul. The love of that which 
God hates, the dislike of that which he ap- 
proves, the contrariety of the sinner^s will to 
the divine will, the exclusion of God from the 
thoughts and affections, the rebellion manifested 
in the life to his holy law, and the necesdty of 
moral correction and of the supernatural opera- 

• Colos. i. 21. t Rom. i. 28. 
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tions of the Holy Spirit, to bring the soul 
bock to God, are evidences of our guilt as sin- 
ners, and of our moral estrangement and dis- 
tance from God. It is an affecting fact, also, 
that sinners thus separated by guilt, and alien- 
ated by depravity from God, left to themselves, 
possess neither the ability* or inclination to re- 
turn to him. Such was the sad spectacle of an 
apostate world, which moved the heart of the 
Bedeemer to undertake the great work of hu- 
man redemption — " to suffer the just for the 
unjust, to bring us to God." 

It was no easy work to bring back a world 
of sinners to God. and to reinstate them in the 
divine favour. It is not for us to speculate as 
to the practicability of this, without the media- 
tion of the Saviour ; it is enough for us to know 
that God has revealed this as the great and 
only method of our reconciliation with himself. 
Christ, by suffering " for sins," bearing our 
guilt, and our guilt's desert, " in his own body 
on the tree," t has made a plenary satisfaction 
to the justice of God, full atonement for human 
guilt. Thus he " gave his life a ransom for 
many.'"]: Such was the dignity of him who 



E 
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thus suffered for our sins, that it imparted 
such infinite worth to that atonement he offered 
up to God for our redemption, that Grod is 
well pleased to accept of every sinner and 
to pardon his offences, for the sake of the 
merits of his dear Son. This glorious truth, 
^^ Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust,^' assures us that the great 
barrier to our restoration to the forfeited favour 
of God, is now taken out of the way. Now a 
guilty world is placed under a " ministry of re- 
conciliation." " God was in Christ, reconciling 
. the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them. For he hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him.*"* 
O what a motive and encouragement is this to 
us to come to God, and seek reconciliation with 
him ! 

The great barrier of guilt and condemnation 
being thus removed by the death of Christ, 
there still remains the other barrier of our na- 
tural depravity to be removed, in order to our 
being brought into a state of friendship with 
God. Notwithstanding the atonement of the 
Saviour for us, yet so deep and strong is our 

* 2 Cor. V. 19—21 
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ionate depravity, that a great work of mercy ] 
must be wrought in us to secure our restora- j 
tion to God. Christ must work in us by his 
all-powerful grace and Holy Spirit to subdue j 
the natural enmity and reluftance of our hearts, 
— to deliver us from the power, the love, and 
poIIutioD of our sins, — to show us our guilt s 
ainners, our need of salvation, and thus bring ' 
us to God. Every Christian who has thus been . , 
brought to God will gratefully acknowledge, 
" By the grace of God I am what I am. I 
was afar off from God by wicked works, but I 
have been brought nigh by the blood of Christ. 
I often heard in vain the melting tale of my 
Saviour's dying love, but it awakened in me no 
feeling of contrition for sin, or of love or sub- 
mission to him who died for me : but he had 
mercy on me; by various means roused my 
conscience to a sense of guilt, melted my hard 
heart to penitence, turned my attention to him- 
self as the only refuge of my soul; made me 
willing to renounce all my self-dependence, and 
to rely only on his merits. Thus hath he in 
unmerited mercy brought back my apostate 
soul to God r O how dehghtful is it to con- 
sider, that Jesus, who " once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, to bring us to God," is 
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still engaged, by the power of his grace, the 
agency of his Holy Spirit, the preaching of his 
servants, the ministration of his holy saera^ 
ments,''^ and the discipline of his rod, in bring- 

• The apostle (ver. 19—21) refers to the ministry of 
the word; and the sacrament of baptism^ as divinely 
instituted means of salvation. Christ, by the same 
'* Spirit" by which he was raised from the dead, is said 
to have gone and preached to those who lived be- 
fore the flood. This he did by the miniistry of Noah, 
who was raised up by the Spirit, to be " a preacher of 
righteousness." Thus Christ sought to bring the sin- 
ners of those days to repentance and to God. That 
which Christ does by his Spirit through the ministry 
of his servants, he is said to do himself. Thus Christ 
is said to have preached " peace" to the Ephesians, 
(ch. ii. 27.) He did this by his apostles, and not per- 
sonally. Thus Christ still by his Spirit preaches to us 
by the ministry of his faithful servants, " to bring us 
to God.^' What he said to his apostles, he says of all 
his appointed ministers, " He that heareth you, heareth 
me" Happy would it be, and happy would be the 
results, if all favoured with it regarded a gospel mi- 
nistry in this light ! If the antediluvians, as the pu- 
nishment of their abuse of the ministry of Noah, were 
cast into the fearful prison of hell, where their lost 
spirits were in the apostle's days ; let none who reject 
the preaching of Christ by his servants imagine that 
they shall escape. In connexion with the ministry of 
the gospel, the apostle notices the sacrament of bap^ 
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ing sinners unto God. Nor will he cease from 
this great work of mercy in bringing many sons 
to God here, and to glory hereafter, till he has 
presented ^^ that great multitude which no 

tism as another appointed means to bring us to God 
and save our souls. The ark of Noah was a type of 
the visible church of Christ. Into this ark of Christ's 
church we are admitted at baptism. It is affirmed, 
that ^' baptism doth save us" because this was the end 
of God in its institution ; and when rightly received 
and improved, it becomes, under God's blessing, the 
means of salvation. In what the apostle here teaches 
on this subject, there is, on the one hand, much to 
condemn the error of those who speak of the Christian 
sacraments as mere empty signs; and, on the other, 
much that exposes the presumption of those who rely 
on the mere opus operatum of baptism to save them. 
'' Baptism," says the apostle, ^* doth save us, not the 
putting away the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience towards God" How often, when, or 
when not, the administration of baptism, through 
God's blessing, in answer to faith and prayer, is con- 
nected with salvation, to those who receive it, it were 
presumption in us to attempt to affirm. It is ours, re- 
lying on the merciful design of God in instituting this 
sacrament, to believe and hope for the most. As- 
suming, however, for a moment, that the administra- 
tion of baptism, at the time, is connected with no 
saving efficacy, yet a proper consideration of our dedii^^ 
cation to God in baptism, of the vows then made in 
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man can number/' before the presence of his 
Father, with exceeding joy, " not having spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing.^ His high ex- 
altation at '^ the right-hand of God, angels, and 
authorities, and powers, being subject unto 
him," is subservient unto this great end : " If 
while we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, mtich more being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life."" * 

How important, then, is it to inquire faith- 
fully of our own hearts whether this great de- 
sign of the Saviour's sufferings and death has 
been realized by ourselves ? Is there not reason 
to fear that many build a presumptuous hope 
on the all-important fact, that Christ died for 
sinners, without any serious concern to have his 
work of saving mercy accomplished in their own 



our name^ and of the privileges connected with admis- 
sion into the ark of Christ's churchy may^ under the 
divine blessing, be one important means of bringing 
us to God, and of saving our souls. We have, then, 
only reason to believe that the great end of our bap- 
tism has been answered in us, when our consciences, 
enlightened and purified, answer to the will of God, 
and bear a scriptural testimony to our souls, that we 
are l^orn of God, and reconciled to him. 
* Rom. V. 10, 
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souls? Notwithstanding all that the Saviour 
has done and suffered for them, they remain 
the slaves of sin and the world, and are content 
to remain afar off from God. Thus to continue 
strangers and afar off from God will involve us 
in the deepest guilt ; it is to sin against the 
love and grace of the Saviour ; it is to declare 
that his bitter agonies and death are nothing to 
us. The emancipation of our souls from the 
power and love of sin, the actual restoration and 
reconciliation of our souls to God, are evidences 
necessary to be possessed by us, before we can 
cherish a good hope of personal interest in his 
salvation. How earnestly, then, should we 
labour and pray that the great end of the death 
of Jesus may be answered, in bringing us to 
God. Did he " suffer for sins once, the just 
for the unjust," and can we doubt his willing- 
ness to bring us to God, if we pray to him 
for it? This single declaration of the gospel 
h sufficient to banish all our fears, " Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt he saved.'* 
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The Gospel, 

Matt, xxvii. 57 — 66. " When the even was come^ 
there came a rich man of Arimathea^ named Joseph, 
who also himself was Jesus' disciple: he went to 
Pilate^ and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
commanded the body to be delivered. And when Jo- 
seph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen 
doth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 
hewn out in the rock : and he rolled a great stone to 
the door of the sepulchre, and departed. And there 
was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting 
over against the sepulchre. Now, the next day that 
followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests 
and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying. Sir, 
we remember that that deceiver said, while he was 
yet alive. After three days I will rise again. Command 
therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the 
third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal 
him away, and say unto the people. He is risen from 
the dead : so the last error shall be worse than the first. 
Pilate said unto them. Ye have a watch : go your way, 
make it as sure as you can. So they went^ and made 
the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a 
watch." 

The wisdom and goodness of God are to be 
gratefully admired in giving us the more abun- 
dant evidence of the truth of those facts, which 



PASSION WEEK. 179 

are of moat fundamental importance in the' 
Cliristiaa religion, and on the clearness and.< 
certainty of which depend our hopes and cons*. 
latioD. Tiiia is particularly to be seen in the 
evidence of the death and resurrection of 
blessed Lord. These are indeed the two main 
pillars which support the Christian temple, 
without which hope in Christ would perish 
from the sinner. Had tliere been any ground 
of doubt as to the reality of the death of Christ, 
we could have had no assurance of his having 
made an atonement for our sins. Had we not 
possessed evidence equally satisfactory of his 
resurrection from the dead, we should have 
been left in uncertainty as to the truth of his 
mission, and the acceptance of his sacrifice on 
our behalf The evidence which we possess of 
the former goes to strengthen and confirm the 
latter, and encourage our confidence in him 
" who was delivered for our offences, and 
raised again for our justification." * Here we 
see the source and warrant of the Christian 
triumph; " Who is he that condemneth ? It 
is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen 
again,'" + 

• Rom. iv 2S t Rom. viii.34. I 
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It was in the highest degree important, in 
connexion with the resurrection of Christ, that 
there should be no ground for doubt or suspi- 
cion as to the reality of his death. So decisive 
were the proofs of this, that the Jews, who af- 
fected to deny that the Saviour rose again, 
never called in question the fact of his having 
really died on the cross. The centurion, and 
the multitudes who had crowded to the place of 
crucifixion, saw him die. As crucifixion, in 
consequence of no vital part being immediately 
affected, was a lingering death, and the suf- 
ferers sometimes survived the pangs of such a 
punishment, other modes were adopted to ter- 
minate their lives. Thus the soldiers brake 
the legs of those who had been crucified with 
the Saviour: this indignity they inflicted not 
on the body of the Saviour, perceiving that he 
was already dead. Though they meant it not 
so, the providence of God thus secured the ful- 
filment of that type or prediction respecting the 
Saviour, " A bone of him shall not be broken.""* 
Though this indignity was restrained, another 
was offered to the body of Christ: " One of 
the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 
* Luke xix. 36 ; Exod. xii. 46. 
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forthwith came there out blood and water.''* 
There remained then no ground to the enemies 
of Jesus to question the reality of his death, 
and therefore this fact being made plain to 
Pilate, the body was at his request delivered to 
Joseph for interment. Providence so ordered 
the circumstances of the burial of the Saviour, 
as to strengthen the evidence of his resurrection, 
and to bring about the fulfilment of an ancient 

* John xix. 34. 

This stream of blood and water has been pronounced 
by some to have been natural, and by others, super^ 
natural. It is true the heart moves in a small quan- 
tity of water, contained in the pericardium, or bag 
which encloses the heart. The quantity of water, how- 
ever, is so small, that, considering the blood flowed at 
the same time, it could hardly have been distinguished 
from the blood at the time, in the way here repre- 
sented. The manner in which the evangelist relates 
the fact, (John xix. 35,) and subsequently alludes to 
it, (1 John V. 6,) favours most the idea of its being al- 
together supernatural. Commentators have considered 
this stream as significative of the blessings which flow 
to us from the death of Christ. '^ The blood and 
water," says Henry, " signified the two great benefits 
which all believers partake of through Christ, justiJU 
cation and sanctification. Blood for remission ; water 
for regeneration. Blood for atonement; water for 
purification/' &c. 
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prophecy concerning the Messiah. It was fore* 
told that the '' grave^ of Christ should be " with 
the rich in his death." ♦ Here we see the ac- 
complishment of this prediction, in the body of 
the Saviour being committed to the tomb, which 
Joseph, a rich counsellor, had prepared for 
himself. It was a new tomb, hewn out of a 
rock, wherein was never man laid before. Had 
the body of Jesus not been the first and only 
body deposited there, the Jews might have 
given out that it was not his body, but that of 
another, which had been raised or removed from 
thence. The Jews themselves, in their anxiety 
to falsify the Saviour^s prediction of his rising 
again on the third day, contributed to strengthen 
the evidence of this glorious fact. We see this 
in their application to Pilate, in their sealing 
the great stone which closed the only access to 
the sepulchre, and in their placing a Roman 
guard there, to prevent the removal of the 
body. ^' O the madness of impotent men, that 
think by either will or force to frustrate the will 
and designs of the Almighty ! O Saviour, how 
much evidence had thy resurrection wanted, 
if these enemies had not been thus maliciously 
provident? How irrefragable is thy rising 

♦ Isa. liii. 9. 
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made, by these bootless endeavours of their pre- 
vention !"* 

The honour of interring the lifeless body of 
the Redeemer was reserved for Joseph of Arima- 
thtea. He was " a rich man," " an honourable 
counsellor," one, " who waited for the kingdom 
of Grod," " bei?ig a disciple of Jesus, but se- 
c^retly, for fear of the Jews" This last fact 
is one which should enlarge both our hope and 
charity. The Saviour has many secret disci- 
ples whom we know not, and where we least ex- 
pect to find them. Such were Joseph of Ari- 
mathtea, who begged the body of Jesus, and 
Nicodemus also, who brought his burthen of 
precious spices to embalm it for its burial. 
The one a rich man, the other a teacher in 
Israel, and both members of the Jewish san- 
hedrim, though restrained by the fear of men 
from professing Christ openly before, are not 
now ashamed to avow their attachment to, and 
do honour to the body of, a crucified Saviour. 
I,et us not, then, unchristianize any who do not 
go those lengths in an open and decided profes- 
sion of attachment to the Saviour which we 
judge necessary. There may be sincerity, 
where to us it appears doubtful. As io the 
^^^^ • Bishop flail. 
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bowels of the earth, and in the depths of the 
sea, are riches which the eye of man never saw, 
so may there be real grace, and sincere love to 
Christ, in the heart, where there is but little 
show of it in the life. Occasions will arise, as 
in the case of Joseph and Nicodemus, when this 
will be made manifest, and discipleship will as- 
sume a decided character, and shine forth with 
a lustre, which we look for in vain, in many, 
whose profession is more noisy and obtrusive. 
Joseph laid the body of Jesus in his own tomb. 
There is something touching in the brief ac- 
count given us of this sepulchre: — " Now in 
the place where he was crucified there was a 
garden ; and in the garden, a new sepulchre."* 
^' A tomb in a garden was calculated to bring 
to remembrance death amidst the sweetest 
pleasures of life; and to smooth the rugged 
face of death, by associating it with the most 
innocent pleasures which our Creator hath pro- 
vided for us.**' The fact of Joseph's erecting 
this grave for himself shows that the riches, 
honours, and cares of this life had not made 
him unmindful of death. Often, doubtless, as 
he walked in his garden and saw around him 
the beauties of nature wither and decay, would he 

* John xix. 41. 
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turn to his sepulchre, reflect upon the decaying 
nature of all worldly good, and the hour when 
hu should lie down and sleep in that grave, 
till the morning of the resurrection. Happy 
would it be for us, if, like this good man, amidst 
all that is lovely and attractive in this world, 
we turned our attention to the sepulchre, to 
learn the vanity of every worldly delight, and 
to familiarize our minds with anticipations of 
our latter tnd. Little did Joseph imagine, when 
he constructed this tomb for himself, that it was 
destined to be honoured as the resting-place, for 
a short time, of the body of him who is " tlie 
resurrection and the life!" There is laid, 
wrapt up in grave-cloths, rendered fragrant 
by odoriferous spices, the precious, the wounded, 
the incorruptible body of the Lord of life and 
glory ! 

With reverence, and adoring gratitude, let 
us now draw nigh, and see the place where 
the I^ord lay. Here we see the depth and 
greatness of the Saviour's humiliation. Though 
" Lord of all," for us and for our salvation, 
he humbles himself not only to death, but 
to the grave. Here the voluntary humiliation 
of Christ for us readied its extreme point. We 
draw near to the grave of Jesus, to see death 
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conquered. Death was the penalty of sin, and 
therefore to endure this for us and deliver us 
from it, Christ descends to the grave. Never 
did the gi*ave hold such a captive before. But 
he entered the grave as a conqueror, rather than 
as a captive. " Through death he destroyed 
death." He encountered death and the grave 
in their own territories, and having deprived 
the one of its sting, and robbed the latter of its 
victory, he came forth triumphant at his resur- 
rection, proclaiming for our consolation, ^* I am 
he that liveth and was dead, and behold, I live 
for evermore ; and have the keys of hell and 
of death !"* With what joyful hope, then, 
may believers in Christ visit the grave of 
their Lord, and contemplate death as stingless, 
and the grave as glorious to them ! Jesus has 
converted death into a friend, and sanctified the 
grave to all that love him, " He who is our 
life,^ says Augustine, ** descended hither and 
bore our death, killing it by the abounding of 
his life.'*' t ** As the second death is removed, 
this death, O Christian, which thou art to pass 

* Rev.i. 18. 

t Descendit hue vita nostra^ et tulit mortem nos- 
tram, et occidit earn de abundantia vitas sua^.*' — 
August. 
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through, is, I may say, beautified and sweet- 
ened ; the ugly visage of it becomes amiable^ 
when you look on it in Christ, and in his 
death : that puts such a pleasing comeliness 
upon it, that whereas others fly from it with 
affright, the believers cannot choose but em- 
brace it. He longs to lay down in that bed of 
rest, since his Lord lay in it, and hath warmed 
that cold bed, and purified it with his fragrant 
body.''* Happy believer, thus delivered from 
the fear of death and the grave by the death and 
burial of thy Redeemer : with what joy mayest 
thou now look forward to both, and already 
sing that song of triumph which thou shalt in 
the last day unite with all the redeemed in sing- 
ing, " O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, 
where is thy victory ? The sting of death is 
sin ; and the strength of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ !" f 

• Archbishop Leighton. + 1 Coi. xy,56 — 37. 
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